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the prophet Isaiah. God has promised to make
Israel into a strong and flourishing nation. You
return to this passage again and again for
reassurance that God is working on your
behalf. But there are also days when doubts
surface. When will God act as he says he will?

God did act—in time, the exiles returned to
Jerusalem and rebuilt the Temple. But even this
victory was temporary. Eventually, Israel was
conquered once more, and the Temple was
destroyed, never to be rebuilt again.

Yet all the while, God was at work, doing
something far greater than the exiles at the time
could have ever imagined. In the fullness of
time, he sent his Son to inaugurate a kingdom
that would last forever. Jesus came to save his
people not just from invaders but from the
ultimate enemies: sin and death.

We have been saved through our Lord Jesus,
but we don’t see the final victory, either. We
often experience the effects of sin, both in our
hearts and in the world around us. We witness
bodily death and we grieve our loved ones who
have gone before us. Life is not always the
beautiful flourishing garden that Isaiah
describes.

But just as the exiles couldn’t foresee how
God’s long-term plan would unfold, neither
can we. We know that Jesus will come again to
put things right once and for all. However, we
simply can’t imagine how that will happen and
what the world will look like when it is finally
accomplished. Sometimes we may even doubt
that it will ever come to pass.

doan vin nay cua tién tri Isaia. Thién Chda da
htra lam cho Israel tré thanh mot dan téc hung
manh va thinh vuong. Ban xem di xem lai
doan van nay dé yén tdm rang Chua dang lam
viéc thay cho ban. Nhung ciing c¢6 nhitng ngay
nghi ngo xuat hién. Khi ndo Chla s& hanh
dong nhu Ngai n6i?

Thién Chla da hanh dong - dang lac, nhing
ngudi luu vong tré vé Giérusalem va xay dung
lai Dén thd. Nhung ngay ca chién thing nay
cling chi 1 tam thoi. Cudi cung, Israel lai bi
chinh phuc mét lan nita, va Bén Tho bi pha
huy, khéng bao gio dugc x@y dung lai nira.

Tuy nhién, trong suét thoi gian d6, Chua dang
lam viéc, 1am mot diéu gi d6 vi dai hon nhiéu
so vai nhitng gi ma nhitng ngudi luu vong vao
thoi diém d6 c6 thé tudng twong dugc. Vao
thoi viéen man, Ngai da sai Con ciia Ngai dén
khoi dau mot vuong qudc s& ton tai mai mai.
Chua Giésu dén dé ctu dan Ngai khong chi
khoi nhitng ké xam lugc ma con khoi nhitng ké
thd cudi cting: toi 18i va céi chét.

Chung ta da dugc ctu nho Chua Giésu, nhung
chung ta cling khong nhin thiy chién thing
cudi cung. Chiing ta thuong trai qua nhitng hau
qua cua toi 13i, ca trong 1ong Ian trong thé gigi
xung quanh ching ta. Ching ta ching kién céi
chét vé thé xac va chung ta dau budn vi nhiing
nguoi than yéu da ra di trudc ching ta. Cudc
séng khong phai lac nao ciing 1 khu vuon tuoi
tt xinh dep nhu tién tri Isaia mo ta.

Nhung ciing nhu nhiing nguoi luu vong khong
thé thay truéc ké hoach dai han cua Thién
Chua s& dién ra nhu thé nao, chung ta ciing
vay. Ching ta biét rang Chta Giésu sé trg lai
dé giai quyét moi viéc mot lan du ca. Tuy
nhién, ching ta don gian la khdng thé tusng
tuong duoc diéu d6 sé& xay ra nhu thé ndo va
thé gisi s& trong nhu thé nao khi nd hoan
thanh. Po6i khi ching ta tham chi c6 thé nghi
ngo liéu didu d6 c6 bao gidr xay ra hay khong.
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We can’t peer into the future, but we can place
our hope in the God who keeps his promises.
One day—we don’t know when—we will see
the final ending of God’s story of salvation.
And we will know “that the hand of the Lord
has done this” (Isaiah 41:20). So, like the
Jewish exiles of so long ago, let the prophet’s
words reassure you. Whatever your situation
now, believe that God is doing something
beyond your wildest expectations—and he will
accomplish it!

“Father, I place my hope in your promises.”

Ching ta khdng thé nhin thau tuong lai, nhung
chang ta c6 thé dat hy vong vao Thién Chua,
Déng lubn giir 161 hira caa Ngai. Mot ngay nao
d6 - ching ta khong biét khi ndo - ching ta s&
thiy doan két cudi cung trong cau chuyén cau
roi ciia Thién Chuda. Va ching ta s& biét “ban
tay Chta da lam nén diéu nay” (Is 41,20). Vi
vay, giéng nhu nhitng ngudi Do Théi bi luu
day cach day rat lau, hay dé nhitng 10i cia nha
tién tri trdn an ban. DU tinh huéng hién tai cua
ban 1a gi, hdy tin ring Chua dang lam diéu gi
d6 vuot xa nhitng mong doi dién rd nhat caa
ban - va Ngai s& hoan thanh diéu do!

Lay Cha, con dat hy vong vao loi hira caa Cha.

Matthew 11:11-15
Mt 11, 11-15

Néu anh em chiu tin 19i toi, thi 6ng Gio-an chinh la E-li-a, ngwdi phai dén

If a world-famous violinist were performing in
a train station, would you notice? This
happened in January of 2007, when the
internationally acclaimed virtuoso, Joshua
Bell, dressed in everyday street clothes and
played his $3.5 million violin in a subway
station in Washington, DC. He played for
forty-five minutes while hundreds of people
walked past without even pausing. Only two
people stopped to listen.

On that day, Joshua Bell, who usually
commands a salary of more than a thousand
dollars a minute, made a total of thirty-two
dollars in tips.

Sometimes, people just can’t see the
importance of a “common” person or a miracle
that is unfolding before their eyes. This is
especially true in today’s readings about Jesus
and John the Baptist.

We know the Jews longed for Elijah to return
and smite their enemies and usher in a new era.

Néu mét nghé si vi cam nai tiéng thé gioi dang
biéu dién & ga xe lta, ban c6 dé y khong? Piéu
nay Xay ra vao thang 1 nam 2007, khi ngh¢ si
diéu luyén noi tiéng thé gigi, Joshua Bell, mac
trang phuc dao phd hang ngay va choi cay vi
cam tri gia 3,5 triéu d6 la cua minh tai mot ga
tau dién ngam & Washington, DC. Ong 4y choi
sudt 45 phat trong khi hang trim nguoi di
ngang qua ma khong hé dung lai. Chi c6 hai
nguoi dung lai lang nghe.

Vao ngay hom do, Joshua Bell, nguoi thuong
nhan muce luong hon mot nghin d6 la mot phut,
da kiém duoc tong cong 32 d6 la tien boa.

Doi khi, moi ngudi khdng thé nhin thay tim
quan trong cua mot con nguoi “binh thuong”
hay mot diéu ky diéu dang dién ra trugc mat
ho. Piéu nay dic biét dung trong cac bai doc
hom nay vé Chda Giésu va Thanh Gioan Tay
Gia.

Ching ta biét nguoi Do Thai mong moi Elia
quay tro lai danh bai ké thu cua ho va mo ra
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Yet Jesus told them that John the Baptist was
the long-awaited Elijah, but they couldn’t see
it.

Yes, John was the new Elijah, and that poor,
unassuming baby in the manger really was the
Messiah. The problem was that neither one
acted the way the people expected. They were
too humble. They were too countercultural.

We can fall into a similar trap. Sometimes,
especially during a season like Advent, we
look for dramatic spiritual experiences that will
overwhelm us and magically transform our
lives. We look for a Hollywood moment to
heal our family’s disputes or show us the way
through a tough situation. But when we do this,
we forget that God is already with us, humbly
working quiet miracles right before our eyes.
We forget that he didn’t come to make our
lives easier but to make us holier.

Today’s Gospel reading tells us that God
probably won’t appear to us in a flaming
chariot. But rather than become disappointed,
let’s accept the other message in the reading:
“Jesus is with me, playing the most intricate
song of grace and love that I will ever hear.”
Stop, look, and listen for him. Let his music
soften your heart today.

“Lord, help me to recognize those moments of
grace and glory that you have in store for me.”

mot ky nguyén méi. Tuy nhién, Chua Giésu da
ndi vai ho rang Gioan Tay Gia chinh 1a Elia da
dugc cho doi tir 1au, nhung ho khdng thé nhin
thiy duoc.

bung vay, Gioan la Elia méi, va dua bé toi
nghiép, khiém tén trong mang co thuc su la
DPang Mésia. Van dé 1a khong ai hanh dong
theo cach moi nguoi mong doi. Ho da qua
khiém tén. Ho qua phan van hoa.

Chung ta c6 thé roi vao mot céi biy twong ty.
boi khi, dac biét 1a trong mua nhu Mua Vong,
ching ta tim kiém nhiing trai nghiém tam linh
day kich tinh s& khién ching ta choang ngop
va bién d6i cudc séng cua ching ta mot cach
ky diéu. Ching ta tim kiém mot khoanh khac ¢
Hollywood dé han gan nhitng tranh chap trong
gia dinh hoac chi duong cho chung ta vuot qua
mét tinh hudng kho khan. Nhung khi lam diéu
nay, chiing ta quén rang Chua di & bén chlng
ta, khiém t6n thuyc hién nhiing phép la tham
ling ngay truéc mat ching ta. Ching ta quén
rang Ngai khong dén dé lam cho cudc séng cua
ching ta d& dang hon ma dé 1am cho ching ta
nén thanh thién hon.

Bai Tin Mirng hdm nay cho ching ta biét rang
c6 1& Thién Chua s& khong xuat hién vai chiing
ta trén mot ¢b xe ruc hra. Nhung thay vi that
vong, ching ta hdy chap nhan thong diép khac
trong bai doc: “Chta Giésu & cung toi, hat bai
hat &an sang va tinh yéu phuc tap nhat ma toi
timg nghe”. Hay dung lai, nhin va ling nghe
Ngai. Hay dé am nhac cia Ngai 1am diu trai
tim ban ngay hom nay.

Lay Chua, xin gitp con nhén ra nhitng khoanh
khac &n sing va vinh quang ma Chia danh san
cho con.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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