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word." And the angel departed from her.

Meditation: Do you want to live a grace-filled
life? The angel Gabriel salutes Mary as "full of
grace”. To become the mother of the Savior,
Mary was enriched by God with gifts to enable
her to assume this awesome role. There is a
venerable tradition among many Christians,
dating back to the early church, for honoring
Mary as the spotless virgin who bore the Son of
God in her womb. A number of early church
fathers link Mary's obedience to this singular
grace of God. "Being obedient she became the
cause of salvation for herself and for the whole
human race... The knot of Eve's disobedience
was untied by Mary's obedience: what the
virgin Eve bound through her disbelief, Mary
loosened by her faith” (from Adv. haeres 3.22.4,
by Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons, 130-200 AD).

Faith is the key that unlocks the power of
God's kingdom in our lives

What is the key that can unlock the power and
grace of God's kingdom in our personal lives?
Faith and obedience for sure! When Adam and
Eve disobeyed God, they immediately
experienced the consequence of their action -
separation from the God who loved them. God
in his mercy promised them a Redeemer who
would pay the price for their sin and the sin of
the world. We see the marvelous unfolding of
God's plan of redemption in the events leading
up to the Incarnation, the birth of the Messiah.
Mary's prompt response of "yes" to the divine
message is a model of faith for all believers.
Mary believed God's promises even when they
seemed impossible. She was full of grace
because she trusted that what God said was true
and would be fulfilled. She was willing and
eager to do God's will, even if it seemed
difficult or costly.

God gives us the grace to say "yes" to his will

Suy niém: Ban c¢6 mudn séng mot cudce doi day
on sung khong? Thién s Gabriel chao duc
Maria 1a déng “day on phac”. Dé tro thanh me
Pang ctu thé, dic Maria dugc Thién Chla ban
phat doi dao on sing dé gilp me dén nhan chirc
vy quan trong nay. Nguoc vé thoi Giéo hoi so
khai, c6 mot truyén théng dao dirc noi nhiéu tin
hiru, dé t6n kinh Me Maria Ia trinh nit ven
tuyén, ddng da cuu mang Con Thién Chia trong
bung minh. Mot s céc gido phu trudc kia ndi
két sy vang phuc cia Me Maria véi on sung dic
biét nay cua Thién Chuaa. “Nh¢o su vang phuc,
me di trd nén nguyén nhan cau rdi cho minh va
cho toan thé nhan loai... “Nat cot cua su bat
tudn cta Eva da duogc sy vang phuc cua dtrc
Maria théo cai: diéu gi ba Eva cot lai qua su bat
tin, thi dirc Maria da thao cdi qua su tin tuong
cua minh” (Trich tr Adv. Haeres 3.22.4, cua
Irenaeus, Gidm muc thanh Lyons, 130-200 AD).

Durc tin la chia khoéa mé dwoc sic manh vuwong
quéc cia Chua trong doi song chldng ta

Diéu gi la chia khda cd thé mo duoc sic manh va
on sung cia nude Chia trong doi séng ca nhan cua
chiing ta? Chéc chan 1a duc tin va sy vang phuc!
Khi Adam va Eva khong vang loi Thién Chda,
ngay lap tic ho cam thiy duoc hau qua cua hanh
dong minh lam - sy phén ly khoi Thién Chua,
Dang yéu thuong ho. Thién Chua vi 1ong thuong
xot, da hua véi ho mot Dang ciu thé, s& dén thay
t6i cua ho va toi cua thé gidi. Ching ta nhin ngam
ké hoach ciru d6 rd rang va ky diéu caa Chua trong
nhitng su kién huéng téi mau nhiém Nhap thé, su
sinh ra cua Pang Mésia. Loi dap tra “xin vang”
nhanh chéng cia Maria vai sir diép cua Chua la
mau guong duc tin cho tat ca moi tin hiru. Maria
tin tuéng nhitng lo1 hira cua Chua ngay khi ching
xem ra khong thé thuc hién. Maria day on sang
boi vi ¢b trong cay rang nhitng gi Thién Chua da
néi déu 1a sy that va s& dugc thuc hién. Maria sén
sang va tha thiét thyc thi thanh y Cha, tham chi
6 khé khin hay doi hoi gia dat may di nira.

Thién Chiia ban cho chiing ta on siing dé thua
“viang” truwdc ¥ Ngwoi va sw bién doi cuaa
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and to his transforming work in our lives

God gives us grace and he expects us to
respond with the same willingness, obedience,
and heart-felt trust as Mary did. When God
commands he also gives the grace, strength, and
means to respond. We can either yield to his
grace or resist and go our own way. Do you
believe in God's promises and do you yield to
his grace?

"Heavenly Father, you offer us abundant grace,
mercy, and forgiveness through your Son, Our
Lord Jesus Christ. Help me to live a grace-filled
life as Mary did by believing in your promises
and by giving you my unqualified "yes" to your
will and to your plan for my life."

Nguwoi trong doi song chang ta

Thién Chtia ban cho chung ta on sung va Nguoi
muén ching ta dap tra bang sy sin sang, vang
phuc, va tin cay hét 1ong nhu Maria di lam. Khi
Thién Chua truyén lénh, Nguoi ciing ban on sung,
sac manh, va nhitng phuong thé dé chung ta dap
tra. Ching ta ¢ thé quy phuc on sing ciia Nguoi
hay chong lai va di theo con duong riéng cua
minh. Ban c6 tin twéng vao nhiing loi hira cua
Chia va ban c6 quy phuc on sung cua Nguoi
khong?

Lay Cha trén troi, Cha ban cho chiing con on sung,
long thuong x6t, va su tha thir cach du dat ngang
gua Con cua Cha, l1a Buc Giésu Kitd Chla ching
con. Xin gitp con song mot cude doi tran day on
sung nhu Me Maria da séng, nho tin vao nhiing 1oi
htra cia Cha, va qua sy tiéng “ xin vang” hoan
toan trudc thanh y Cha va ké hoach cua Cha danh
cho cudc doi con.

Thir Ba, 12-12-2023. Tuan 2 Mua Vong - Nim B

Tuesday, December-12-2023.

Lc1, 26-38 Luke 1:26-38
Nay tdi la téi té cia Chua (Lc 1,38)

2"d \Week of Advent. Year B

Gabriel packs quite a bit of startling news in
his announcement to Mary! He informs her
that she has found favor with God, tells her
that she will be the mother of the Son of the
Most High, and then explains how it will
happen. Finally, he adds a prophecy concerning
her cousin Elizabeth, that she is now six
months pregnant. That’s a lot to take in! Mary,
at first “greatly troubled,” responds in a way
that we can all learn from: “May it be done to
me according to your word” (Luke 1:29, 38).

Gabriel dwa ra kha nhiéu tin tic dang kinh
ngac trong théng béo cua ngai vai Maria! Ngai
théng béo véi ¢ riang c6 di dugc Chia wu ai,
noi véi ¢d rang cd s& la me caa Con Pang Toi
Cao, va sau d6 giai thich diéu d6 s& xay ra nhu
thé nao. Cudi cung, ngai thém mot loi tién tri
lién quan dén nguoi chi ho Elizabeth cua co,
rang c6 hién dang mang thai duoc sau thang.
D6 1a rat nhiéu tha dé tiép nhan! Bac Maria,
lac dau “rat béi rdi”, dap lai theo cach ma tat
ca chung ta déu co thé hoc hoi: “Xin diéu do
xay dén cho toi nhu 161 ngai truyén” (Lc 1,29.
38).

Chiing ta c6 thé dién giai nhiing loi cua Maria
nhu thé nay: Tat ca diéu nay that dang ngac
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We could paraphrase Mary’s words this way:
This is all very surprising, but | surrender my
plans to God. | want his will to be done, not
mine, even if it means a future full of
unknowns. And with this response, Mary
becomes our model of humility. While we all
have hope and dreams and plans, our deepest
desire should be for a wholehearted disposition
of yes to God and his plans for us.

Today, on the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
we celebrate Mary’s apparitions to St. Juan
Diego in Mexico in 1531. She who once said
yes to God’s plan for her life saw this same
disposition in Juan Diego. Calling him “the
most humble of my sons,” she relied on him to
communicate her request to the local bishop
for a church to be built. Juan Diego obediently
relayed her message, even though some of the
people rejected and mocked him. The Lord
honored his humility, and the miracle of
Mary’s image imprinted on his tilma won over
the bishop and Juan Diego’s critics.

Today, tell the Lord that you, too, want to be
humble as Mary and St. Juan Diego were. Tell
him that you want simply to do his will, and
ask him to help you overcome any obstacle,
like fear or rejection, that would keep you from
carrying it out. As it did for Juan Diego, God’s
plans will bear good fruit as you respond with
a wholehearted yes to him.

“Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray that I may grow
in humility. I want to see God’s will be done in
me and through me.”

nhién, nhung t6i phé thac cac ké hoach cua
minh cho Chda. T6i muén y muén caa Chia
dugc thuc hién chir khdng phai cua t6i, ngay ca
khi didu d6 c6 nghia 14 mot tuong lai day 4n
s6. Va véi cau tra 101 nay, Bic Maria tro thanh
mau guong khiém nhuong cua ching ta. Trong
khi tat ca ching ta déu c6 hy vong, uéc mo va
ké hoach, w6c mudn sau xa nhét cia ching ta
phai 1a mot thai do hét long vang phuc Thién
Chda va cac ké hoach cia Ngai danh cho
ching ta.

HO6m nay, nhan I& buc Me Guadalupe, ching
ta ky niém cac cudc hién ra cua Buc Maria véi
Théanh Juan Diego ¢ Mexico vao nam 1531.
Me 1a nguoi da ting no6i vang véi ké hoach cia
Thién Chua danh cho cudc doi minh da nhin
thay tdm tinh tuong tu nay noi Juan Diego. Goi
anh 13 “nguoi khiém t6n nhét trong sé nhiing
ngudi con cai cua ta”, Me dya vao anh dé
truyén dat yéu cau caa minh téi vi giam muc
dia phuong vé viéc xay dung mot nha tho. Juan
Diego ngoan ngodn chuyén tiép thong diép cua
Me, mac di mot s6 nguoi tir chéi va ché nhao
anh. Chua da ton vinh sy khiém nhuong cua
ngai, va phép la vé hinh anh BPtric Maria duoc
in trén tdm 4o choang cua anh da thu phuc vi
gidm muc va nhimmg nguoi chi trich Juan
Diego.

Hom nay, hay thua véi Chia rang cac ban ciing
muén khiém nhudong nhu Me Maria va Thanh
Juan Diego. N6i véi Ngai rang ban chi mudn
lam theo y Ngai va cau xin Ngai gilp ban vuot
qua moi tré ngai, chiang han nhu ndi so hai
hoac sy tir chdi, khién ban khéng thé thuc hién
dugc diéu do. Nhu da xay ra véi Juan Diego,
cac ké hoach cua Chla s& mang lai két qua tét
dep khi ban dap lai bang 15i xin vang hét long
véi Ngai.

Lay Btic Me Guadalupe, xin cau bau dé con c6
the 16n 1én trong khi€ém nhuong. Con muon
thay y Chtia duoc thuc hién trong con va qua
con.
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