St 1 0 0 0 B 0 0 0 B B B 0 B B B e

£ =0
%q& Thir Sau, 1-12-2023. Tuan 34 Thuong Nién - Nam A %
%« Friday, December-1-2023. Week 34™ Ordinary Time. Year A g%«
o %
%« Tac gia: Don Schwager q %«
%q& Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix %
%@ Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/ g%(‘
9 5ed
0 b
) « Friday (December 1): "My words will not pass | Thit Sdu  1-12 Loi cia Ta sé khong %
%&‘ away"" bao gio' qua di %(‘
v ; Lc 21,29-33 %
7 Scripture: Luke 21:29-33 ’ @

S L
9 29 And he told them a parable: "Look at the fig | 208 el G (Tl L e %

yA
(72 Apns: 4 = = 7 @
05(‘ tree, and all the trees; 30 as soon as they come du ngon: “Anh em hay xem cay va cling %%i(‘
S

nhu tdt ca nhirng cady khac.zo Khi cdy dam

O out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know . SN e e n

Vi 1 “ .

& that the summer is already near. 31 So also, choi, anh em nhin thi du biet la mua he da S
hd (‘ . . dén gén rbi.s: Anh em ciling vdy, khi thdy | i) «
$§ when you see these things taking place, you hitna didu d6 x3 thi hav bidt 13 Trie S

& know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Ahung diey do xay ra, thi hay biet 1a fried

Vs
Pai Thién Chua di dén gén.s: Thiy bao that @g%?(‘
O

& Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass ;
(‘ Y y oy g P anh em: thé hé nay sé chang qua di, trudc

away till all has taken place. 33 Heaven and

@ . ! . o P R i gy . &
%%% earth will pass away, but my words will not | K/ Mo/ dieu ay xay ra.ss Troi dat s€ qua di, f%
(‘ pass away nhung nhing Ioi Thay noi sé chang qua dau. %izi‘

L=
Vi
@5 @E’%{
0 L
% Meditation: Do you recognize the signs of | Suy niém: Ban c6 nhan ra nhitng dau chi caa C?%
si‘ God's presence and action in your life and the | su hién dién va hanh dong cua Chua ngay nay %‘
? world today? Jesus used the image of a fig tree | khong? Buc Giésu st dung hinh anh cay va dé E
5(‘ to teach his disciples an important lesson about | day cac moén dé mot bai hoc quan trong vé %ﬁ(‘
© reading the "signs of the times." The fig tree | viéc doc “cac dau chi thoi gian.” Cay va la|
% was a common and important source of food for | nguon thuc pham phd thang va quan trong déi %
(‘ the Jews. It bore fruit twice a year, in the | véi ngudi Dothdi. N6 ra trdi mot nam hai lan, é&‘
i

@ autumn and in the early spring. The Talmud | vio mua thu va dau moa xuén. Sach Talmud | &<
= ! [ _ 10 T o f 1 atltl %
=/ (‘ (teachings and commentaries of the ancient | (sach giang day cua cac thay Rabbi ve Kinh o (‘

? rabbis on the Jewish Scriptures) said that the | thanh Do thai) ndi rang trai dau mua cua n6 c6 ?
NE= first fruit came the day after Passover. The Jews | vao ngay sau lé Vuot qua. Nguoi Dothai tin | ¢ =
) believed that when the Messiah came he would | rang khi Dang Mésia dén, Nguoi s€ dem vao | ©

usher in the kingdom of God at Passover time. | vuong qubc cia Chla & ngay I& Vuot qua. %\ﬁ(‘
=)

~
g
&

Let the fruit of God's kingdom grow within | Hay dé hoa trdi vwong quéc cia Thién Chla

ig« you lén 1€én trong bgn Cé%&‘

The early signs of a changing season, such as | Nhing dau chi o truéc cua sy thay doi mia mang | &%
R . nhu: mua Xuan, mua Ha, mua Thu, |& su kién cho = (‘
springtime, summer, or autumn, are evident for : . d » 12 S KIS @é
@¢
g
=%
9

all who can see and observe the changes. Just so tat ca nhing ai c6 the nhin thay va nhan biet
& & & & & & & &R & & & & & . & &,
e R0 e o Tp g Stp g S0 g g R 0 T e e R R

TSI

Pt

aﬁ

@) =Ea@


https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

%;f,&jj@
%@

2 08 98 I8 IR 68 88 a8 R R a8 8 868 8 8RR 6
L R R A A A G (R

(0

A 4

©

are the signs of God's kingdom and his return in
glory on the day of judgment. The "budding" of
God's kingdom begins first in the hearts of
those who are receptive to God's word. Those
who trust in God's word will bear the fruits of
his kingdom. And what are the fruits of that
kingdom? "The kingdom of God ..is
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit" (Romans 14:17). The Lord gives the
first-fruits of his kingdom to those who open
their hearts to him with expectant faith and trust
in his word.

We do not know the day nor the hour when the
Lord Jesus will return again in glory. But the
Lord does give us signs, not only to "wake us
up" as a warning, but also to "rouse our spirits"
to be ready and eager to receive his kingdom
when he comes in all his power and glory. The
"Day of the Lord" will strike terror in those who
have ignored or rejected God, but it will be a
day of joy and rejoicing for those who long to
see the Lord face-to-face. The Lord Jesus wants
us to be filled with joyful anticipation for his
coming again.

The Lord opens he word for us - listen and
respond

While we wait for the Lord's physical return in
glory, we can know his presence with us
through the work and action of the Holy Spirit
who dwells in our hearts. The Lord Jesus comes
daily and frequently to those who long for him
and he speaks tenderly to our hearts like a lover
who whispers in the ear of the beloved. He
comes to show us the way to our heavenly
Father and to give us the hope of eternal life.
Do you recognize his presence and do you
listen to his word?

"Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end of all history,
and the lord of all creation. Give me joyful hope
and assurance that | will see you face to face
and be united with you forever when you return

nhitng su thay d6i. Nhirng dau chi vuong qudc caa
Chia va sy tro lai cia Nguoi trong vinh quang
trong ngay phan xét cling tuong tw nhu vay. Su
“nay ng” cua vuong qudc Chla khai dau trude hét
trong tdm hon cua nhing ai tiép nhan 1oi Chua.
Nhing ai tin cay vao loi Chua sé dem lai hoa trai
cho vuong qubc ciia Nguoi. Hoa tréi cia vwong
qudc d6 1a gi? “Vuong qudc cua Chla la sy cong
chinh va hoa binh, va niém vui trong Chtia Thanh
Than” (Rm 14,17). Thién Chua ban trai dau mua
vuong qudc cua Ngudi cho nhitng ai biét mé rong
tam hon ra cho Ngudi véi niém tin kién viing va
tréng cay vao loi Nguoi.

Chung ta khong biét duoc ngay gio khi nao Bic
Giésu sé tro lai trong vinh quang. Nhung Thién
Chua cho ching ta nhitng dau chi, khong chi dé
“thirc tinh chung ta” nhu mét 1oi canh bdo, ma con
la sy “thuc tinh cua thm hon chung ta” dé sin sang
va phan khai don tiép vuong qudc cia Nguoi khi
Nguoi dén trong tit ca quyén luc va vinh quang
cua minh. “Ngay cta Chua” s& dem lai su so héi
cho nhiing ai phét o hay chéng d6i Chaa, nhung
noé sé la ngay vui mung cho nhitng ai khat khao
dugc chiém ngudng Nguoi mat ddi mat. Puc
Giésu muén ching ta hét sac phan khai chuan bi
cho ngay tai lam cta Nguoi.

Chta mé léi Ngwoi cho ch. ta — hdy ldng nghe va
dap tra

Trong ldc cho doi cho ngay tré lai thé 1y cua Chia
trong vinh quang, ching ta c6 thé nhan biét sy
hién dién cua Chla ngang qua cdng viéc va hanh
dong cua Than Khi, Pang ngy tri trong tam hon
ching ta. Puc Giésu dén hang ngay va thuong
Xuyén vai nhiing ai khao khat Nguoi, va Nguoi s€
tAm sy vai thm hdn chung ta nhu mot nguoi tinh
tho thé bén tai ngudi yéu. Nguoi dén dé bay to cho
chung ta con dudng vé véi Cha trén troi, va ban
cho ching ta niém hy vong cua sy séng doi doi.
Ban c6 nhan ra su hién dién ciia Nguoi va ban cé
nghe loi cia Nguoi khong?

Lay btc Giésu Kitd, Chda la nguyén thuy va la
cung dich, 1a khoi dau va két thlic cua tat ca lich
s, va la Chda cua moi thu tao. Xin Chuta ban
cho con niém hy vong va tin tuéng han hoan, dé
con dugc nhin thidy Chia mat d6i mat, va duoc
két hiep voi Chlia mai méai khi Chua tro lai trong
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in glory." vinh quang.
Thir Sau, 1-12-2023. Tuan 34 Thuong Nién - Nim A
Friday, January-2023. Week 34" Ordinary Time. Year A
Pn 7, 2-14 Daniel 7:2-14

Vuong triéu Nguoi sé khong bao gio suy vong (Pn 7,14)

The Book of Genesis tells us that in the very
first act of creation, God brought order out of
chaos. He spoke into a dark and formless void
and established a world of light, order, and
beauty for his creatures. The rest of Scripture
describes how the forces of evil keep trying to
tear apart that order, while God sustains his
people. At times, when life is especially
chaotic, it can seem as if evil has won.

The Book of Daniel was written during such a
time. Israel lived under the rule of Antiochus
IV Epiphanes (175-164 BC), who tried to
force the Jews to abandon their faith and adopt
Greek practices and beliefs. Those who refused
were put to death. But the stories in Daniel
reminded Israel that people of faith can
overcome evil. No matter how hard the devil
tries to disrupt God’s beautiful plan, God
remains in charge. He is always able to bring
good out of evil and order out of chaos.

Today’s first reading speaks of this authority of
God. Although Daniel describes how
destruction and evil seem to be in control, he
also describes a heavenly court being
convened. A “son of man” appears Who is
given authority over all creation (Daniel 7:13).
Looking back with hindsight, we can see that
Jesus fulfills this vision. Whatever troubles or

Sach Sang thé cho ching ta biét rang ngay
trong cdng cudc sang tao dau tién, Thién Chua
da dem lai trat ty tir sy hon loan. Ngai n6i vao
khoang khdng téi tim va vo hinh, dong thoi
thiét 1ap mot thé gidi anh sang, trat tu va vé
dep cho nhitng sinh vat cia minh. Phan con lai
ctia Kinh thanh mo ta cach cac thé luc xau xa
tiép tuc cd gang pha v trat tu do, trong khi
ChUa van nang d& dan Ngai. Doi khi, khi cudc
séng dic biét hdn loan, duong nhu cai 4c da
chién thang.

Sach Panien duoc viét trong thoi gian nhu vay.
Israel song dudi su cai tri cua Antiochus 1V
Epiphanes (175-164 TCN), nguoi da cb ging
budc nguoi Do Thai tir bo dtre tin caa ho va ap
dung cac tap tuc va tin ngudng cta nguoi Hy
Lap. Nhitng ngudi tir chdi déu bi xtr tir. Nhung
nhitng cau chuyén trong Panien nhic nho dan
Israel rang ngudi co duc tin ¢ thé chién thang
t6i 4c. Cho di ma quy c6 ¢b gang phéa v ké
hoach tét dep ciia Chtia dén dau, Chtia van nam
quyén kiém soat. Ngai ludn c6 thé mang lai
diéu tot tur cai 4c va trat ty tir sy hdn loan.

Bai doc mot hdm nay néi vé tham quyén nay
cua Thién Chda. Mac du Banien mo ta sy huy
diét va cai 4c duong nhu dang kiém soat nhu
thé nao, nhung 6ng cling mo ta Mot toa an trén
troi dang duoc tridu tap. Mot “con ngudi” xuét
hién, nguoi duoc trao quyén trén moi tao vat
(Pn 7,13). Nhin lai véi nhan thirc mugn mang,
ching ta c6 thé thay rang Chua Giésu di thyc
hién duoc thi kién nay. Bat ké rac réi hay hon
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chaos arise, all dominion will ultimately be
given to Jesus, the “Son of Man” (Matthew
26:64). He will triumph and reign forever.

Daniel’s vision can bring us great comfort. We
see disorder, chaos, and dysfunction all around
us. People who do good suffer, while those
who seek power, wealth, or fame seem to
prosper. We may ask, Where is God? Are we
all lost, adrift in a sea of selfishness and
injustice? Not at all!

You are not lost to God. He sees through all the
confusion; he sees you, his beloved child. And
he promises that eventually all the books will
be opened and his reign will never end (Daniel
7:10, 14). Jesus, King of kings, cares for you.
The One who alone has everlasting dominion
loves you with a love stronger than death.
Nothing can separate you from that love!

“Jesus, you are Lord! You will reign forever
and ever!”

loan ndo xay ra, moi quyén thong trj cudi cing
s€ duogc trao cho Chl’la’Giés,u, “Con Nguoi”
(Mt 26,64). Ngai s€ chién thang va tri vi mai
mai.

Thi kién cua Danien c6 thé mang lai cho ching
ta niém an i 16n lao. Ching ta thdy sy hdn
loan, 16n xon va réi loan chic ning xung
quanh minh. Ngudi 1am diéu tét thi dau kho,
trong khi nhitng ngudi tim kiém quyén luc, cia
cai hay danh vong duong nhu lai thinh vuong.
Ching ta c6 thé hoi: Chia & dau? Co phai tat
ca ching ta déu lac 16i, tri dat trong bién ich
ky va bat cong? Khong phai vay!

Ban khong lac mat Chda. Ngai nhin thau moi
su hdn loan; Ngai nhin thiy ban, dt:a con yéu
dau cua Ngai. Va Ngai haa rang cudi cung tat
ca cac cudn sach s& duoc mé ra va tridu dai cua
Ngai s& khong bao gio két thuc (Bn 7,10. 14).
Chua Giésu, Vua cac vua, quan tam dén ban.
Dang duy nhat c6 quyén thong tri vinh ctru yéu
ban bang maot tinh yéu manh mé hon su chét.
Khéng gi c6 thé tach ban ra khoi tinh yéu do!

Lay Chla Giésu, Chia la Chua! Chia s€ tri vi
mai mai!

Lc 21, 29-33 Luke 21:29-33

Hay biét rang nwéc thién chia gan dén (Lc 21,31)

Have you noticed how many of our readings the
past couple of weeks have focused on Jesus’
triumphant return at the end of time? Certainly,
it’s a good thing to think about here at the end of
the liturgical year, and it’s good to be prepared to
welcome the Lord when he returns. But many of
these passages, like today’s Gospel, can also be
read in the light of the kingdom’s presence
among us right now. Yes, there is more to come,
but we are already living in that new creation in
which Jesus, the crucified and risen Lord, reigns.

Ban co dé y thay co bao nhiéu bai doc cua
ching ta trong vai tuan vira qua tap trung vao
su tro lai khai hoan cua Chda Giésu vao ngay
tan thé khong? Chéc chan, that tt khi nghi dén
diéu nay vao dip cudi nim phung vu, va that
t6t khi chuan bi don tiép Chua khi Ngai tro lai.
Nhung nhiéu doan trong sé nay, nhu bai Tin
mumng hom nay, ciing c6 thé duoc doc dudi anh
sang cua su hién dién cua vuwong qudc gitta
chang ta ngay lic nay. Vang, con nhiéu diéu
nita s& dén, nhung chung ta dang séng trong
cudc sang tao mai ma trong d6 Chua Giésu,
Chua bi dong dinh va phuc sinh, dang ngu tri.
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What does it look like and feel like when God
lives in the midst of his people? Here’s one way
to think about it. As we head into the holiday
season, you will likely have many opportunities
to see God working among your family, friends,
and community. All of these can be signs of what
life in God’s kingdom is like.

For instance, you might notice how the shelves
of your local food bank are overflowing, not only
with necessary staples, but with special treats as
well. Or you might see a toy collection box filled
with gifts for children at a local shelter. You
might notice one of your neighbors visiting the
elderly couple down the street and helping them
decorate their house. You might even be
surprised by a relative’s openness to share what’s
going on in their life or their desire to reconcile
with you.

Now, it’s easy to see God’s kingdom breaking
into our world through the selflessness or
generosity of the people around us. But the
kingdom is also at hand when situations don’t
look quite so heavenly. Sometimes family
gatherings become contentious. Or the gift giving
of the holiday season only makes you feel more
lonely. Or severe weather highlights the plight of
the homeless. But the kingdom is still there.
Jesus is there, suffering with the poor and
mourning over our divisions. He is there,
embracing us in our isolation.

Indeed, Jesus is King. We can see and know it no
matter what life throws at us. And that gives us
hope.

“Jesus, give me eyes to see signs of your

Thién Cha séng giita dan Ngai trong nhu thé
nao va cam thay nhu thé nao? Pay la mot céch
dé suy nghi vé no. Khi chung ta budc vao Ky
nghi 1&, ban c6 thé s& c6 nhiéu co hoi nhin thay
Chua lam viéc gitra gia dinh, ban bé va cong
ddng cua ban. Tat ca nhitng diéu nay co thé 1a
d4u hiéu cho thdy cudc séng trong vurong quéc
ctia Chtia nhu thé nao.

Vi du: ban c6 thé nhan thy céc ké hang thuc
pham tai dia phuong cua ban dang tran ngap
nhu thé ndo, khong chi nhitng mat hang chu
lyc can thiét ma con ca nhitng moén an dac biét.
Hozc ban c6 thé thiy mot hop suu tap d6 choi
chaa day qua danh cho tré em tai mot noi tam
trd & dia phuong. Ban c6 thé nhan thidy mot
ngudi hang x6m cua ban dén thim cip vo
chdng gia trén phé va gidp ho trang tri nha cira.
Ban tham chi c6 thé ngac nhién truéc sy coi
mao cua nguoi than trong viéc chia sé nhiing gi
dang xay ra trong cudc song caa ho hoic mong
mudn hoa giai véi ban cua ho.

Gio day, that d& dang nhan thiy vuong quéc
cia Chta dang xdm nhdp vao thé gidi cua
ching ta théng qua long vi tha va long quang
dai cua nhiing nguoi xung quanh. Nhung
vuong quéc ciing di dén gan khi nhing tinh
hudng c6 vé khong dugc nhu thién dudng cho
lim. D6i khi nhitng cudc hop mat gia dinh tre
nén gay tranh cai. Hoic viéc ting qua dip I€ chi
khién ban cam thdy c6 don hon. Hoac thoi tiét
khic nghiét 1am néi bat hoan canh cuaa nhiing
ngudi vo gia cu. Nhung vwong qudc van con
d6. Chiia Giésu & d6, dau kho véi nguoi nghéo
va than khoc vi sy chia ré cua chung ta. Ngai ¢
d6, 6m 1ay ching ta trong su ¢0 lap cua ching
ta.

Qua that, Chda Giésu 1a Vua. Ching ta c6 thé
nhin thay va biét diéu d6 bat ké cudc sdng dem
lai cho chiing ta diéu gi. Va diéu d6 mang lai
cho chdng ta hy vong.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin cho con doi mat dé nhin
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