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Thir Ba, 28-11-2023. Tuan 34 Thwong Nién - Nam A
Tuesday, November 28-2023. Week 34" Ordinary Time. Year A

Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Tuesday (November 28): ""Take heed that you
are not led astray"

Scripture: Luke 21:5-11

5 And as some spoke of the temple, how it was
adorned with noble stones and offerings, he
said, 6 "As for these things which you see, the
days will come when there shall not be left here
one stone upon another that will not be thrown
down." 7 And they asked him, "Teacher, when
will this be, and what will be the sign when this
is about to take place?" 8 And he said, "Take
heed that you are not led astray; for many will
come in my name, saying, ‘| am he!" and, "The
time is at hand!" Do not go after them. 9 And
when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be
terrified; for this must first take place, but the
end will not be at once." 10 Then he said to
them, "Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be
great earthquakes, and in various places
famines and pestilences; and there will be
terrors and great signs from heaven.

ThaeBa 28-11 Hiy chu y ling nghe
dé anh em khong bi 1am lac

Lc21,5-11

5 Nhén cé méy ngudi néi vé Bén Thd dudc
trang hoang bdng nhiing vién da dep va
nhirng dé déng cung, Duc Gié-su bao:s
"Nhirng gi anh em dang chiém ngudng do sé
co ngay bi tan pha hét, khéng con tang da
nao trén tang da nao."; Ho hoi Ngudi: "Thua
Théy, vdy bao gio cac su viéc dé sé xay ra,
va khi sdp xay ra, thi cé diém gi bao trudc?
"s PUc Gié-su dap: "Anh em hady coi chiung
kéo bj Itra gat, vi sé cdé nhiéu nguoi mao
danh Thdy dén néi rdng: "Chinh ta day", va:
"Thoi ky da dén gan"; anh em chd cé theo
ho.o Khi anh em nghe cé chién tranh, loan
lac, thi dung sg hai. Vi nhitng viéc dé phai
xay ra trudc, nhung chua phai la chung cuc
ngay dau".i0 R6i Ngudi ndi tiép: "Dan nay sé
ndi ddy chéng dén kia, nudc nay chéng nudc
no.i: Sé cé nhirng trén déng dat Ién, va
nhiéu noi sé cé 6n dich va doéi kém; sé cé
nhirng hién tugng kinh khung va diém la I6n
lao tur troi xuét hién.

Meditation: How would you respond if
someone prophesied that your home, land, or
place of worship would be destroyed? Jesus
foretold many signs that would shake peoples
and nations. The signs which God uses are
meant to point us to a higher spiritual truth and
reality of his kingdom which does not perish or
fade away, but endures for all eternity. God
works through many events and signs to purify
and renew us in hope and to help us set our

Suy niém: Ban s& phan tng thé nao néu ai do
ndi tién tri rang nha thd hay noi tho phuong cua
ban s& bi pha hiiy? Pirc Giésu di tién bao nhiéu
dau hiéu s& 1am cho nhiéu dan nuéc phai so hi.
Cac dau chi ma Thién Chua sir dung ¢ y chi
cho chung ta hudng téi mot su that va thyc tai
linh thiéng cao ca hon 1a vuwong qudc cua Ngudi
s& khdng bi pha huy hay tan bién, nhung ton tai
mai mai. Thién Chta hanh dong qua nhiéu sy
kién va dau chi dé thanh tdy va canh tan ching
ta trong hy vong va gilp chdng ta giir Iong virng
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hearts more firmly on him and him alone.
First signs of the end times

To the great consternation of the Jews, Jesus
prophesied the destruction of their great temple
at Jerusalem. The Jewish people took great
pride in their temple, a marvel of the ancient
world. The foretelling of this destruction was a
dire warning of spiritual judgment in itself.
They asked Jesus for a sign that would indicate
when this disastrous event would occur. Jesus
admonished them to not look for signs that
would indicate the exact timing of impending
destruction, but rather to pray for God's
intervention of grace and mercy.

Jesus said there would be many signs of
impending conflicts and disasters - such as
wars, famines, diseases, tidal waves, and
earthquakes - which would precede the
struggles of the last days when God's anointed
King would return to usher in the full reign of
God over the earth. In that day when the Lord
returns there will be a final judgement of the
living and the dead when the secrets of every
heart will be brought to light (Luke 12:2-3;
Romans 2:16).

Jesus foretells the destruction of the Temple at
Jerusalem

Jesus' prophecy of the destruction of the temple
at Jerusalem was a two-edged sword, because it
pointed not only to God's judgment, but also to
his saving action and mercy. Jesus foretold the
destruction of Jerusalem and the dire
consequences for all who would reject him and
his saving message. While the destruction of
Jerusalem's temple was determined (it was
razed by the Romans in 70 A.D.), there
remained for its inhabitants a narrow open door
leading to deliverance. Jesus said: "l am the
door; whoever enters by me will be saved”
(John 10:9). Jesus willingly set his face toward
Jerusalem, knowing that he would meet

vang noi Nguoi hon va chi mét minh Nguoi ma
thoi.

Céc ddu chi ddu tién vé ngay tan thé

Diéu 1am cho nguoi Dothai phai kinh hoang l1a
Puc Giésu di tién bao sy huy diét dén tho
Giérusalem cua ho. Nguoi Dothéi rat tu hao vé
dén thd cua ho, mot ky cong cua thé gidi cb
xua. Loi tién bao vé sy hay diét nay 1a sy phan
xét kinh khung tu ban chat. Ho doi hoi Buc
Giésu mot dau chi s& cho biét khi diéu nay s&
xay ra. Duc Giésu khién trach ho khéng nén
tim kiém nhitng d4u chi s& cho biét chinh xéc
thoi gian cua sy pha huy sip dén, nhung t6t
hon 1a hay cau xin cho sy can thiép on sing va
thuong x6t cua Thién Chua.

buc Giésu noi s& ¢ nhiéu dau chi vé nhiing
khung hoang va tai hoa sap xay dén nhu chién
tranh, d6i kém, bénh tat, song than, va dong
dat, s& di trudc nhitng cudc chién vé ngay tan
thé, khi Pac Vua dwoc xic dau caa Thién
Chua sé tro lai dé mé ra triéu dai tron ven cua
Thién Chua trén trai dat. Vao ngay d6, khi
DPuc Chla tro lai s& c¢6 cudc phan xét cudi
cing cho ngudi song va ké chét, khi moi bi
mat ctia long mdi ngudi s& bi dua ra anh sang
(Lc 12,2-3; Rm 2,16).

Dirc Giésu tién bao s pha hiiy ciia dén tho ¢
Giérusalem

Loi tién bao vé su pha huy dén thd Giérusalem cua
buc Giésu la con dao hai ludi, bai vi nd khdng chi
Nnoi tdi su phan xét caa Chla, ma con ndi tGi hanh
dong giai thoat va long thuong x6t cua Nguoi.
bac Giésu tién bdo su pha huy cua thanh
Giérusalem va nhitng két qua khung khiép cho tat
ca nhitng ai tir chi Nguoi va str diép ciru do cia
Ngudi. Thoi gian sy pha hay dén tho Giérusalem
dugc xac dinh (n6 bi quan Réma san bing vao
nam 70 A.D.), & d6 nguoi dan trong thanh chi co
mot cai cira hep mé ra dan t6i su giai thoat. Bic
Giésu noi rang: “Ta 1 ctra, ai qua Ta ma vao s&
dugc ciu” (Ga 10,9). Buc Giésu san sang tién vé
Giérusalem, véi y thic Nguoi s& dbi dau voi su
phan boi, chong dbi, va céi chét trén thap gia. Tuy

R0 R0 R0 e e e

(
(
o
i
&y
o
(0
S
B
S
Be
L0}
y
L
y
L
)
L
%i‘@
<0
B

by

7



S 1 0 0 2 B 1 0 B0 B B B 1 B B B

N

e
%;f,&jj@
%@

i &8 08 8 &8 48 88 &8 88 068 &8 &8 &8 88 &8, 88 I8
0B R e R e e R R e R R e T o e e

betrayal, rejection, and death on a cross. His
death on the cross, however, brought about true
freedom, peace, and victory over the powers of
sin, evil, and death - not only for the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, but for all - both Jew and Gentile
alike — who would accept Jesus as their Lord
and Savior. Do you know the peace and
security of a life submitted to the lordship of
Jesus Christ?

We need to recognize the signs of God's
judgment, mercy, and grace to save us

Sometimes we don't recognize the moral crisis
and spiritual conflict of the age in which we
live, until something "shakes us up" to the
reality of this present condition. God reminds
us that a future judgment and outcome awaits
every individual who has lived on this earth.
The reward for doing what is right and pleasing
to God and the penalty for sinful rebellion and
rejection of God are not always experienced in
this present life - but they are sure to come in
the day of final judgment.

The Lord Jesus tells us that there will be trials,
suffering, and persecution in this present age
until he comes again at the end of the world.
God intends our anticipation of his final
judgment to be a powerful deterrent to
unfaithfulness and wrongdoing. God extends
grace and mercy to all who will heed his call
and his warning. Do not pass up, even for one
day, God's invitation of grace and mercy to
seek first his kingdom of righteousness and
peace. This day may be your only chance
before that final day comes.

"Lord Jesus, your grace and mercy abounds
even in the midst of trials and difficulties. Help
me to seek your kingdom first and to reject
whatever would hinder me from pursuing your
way of peace, righteousness, and holiness. Fill
me with the joy and hope of your everlasting
kingdom."

nhién, cai chét cia Nguoi trén thap gia mang lai
chién thing va on ctru do, khdng chi cho nhiing
ngudi & Giérusalem, nhung cho tat ca moi nguoi -
Dothai va dan ngoai - nhiing nguoi tiép nhan Puc
Giésu nhu Chua va Pang ctu chudc cua ho. Ban
c6 biét sy binh an va bao dam cua cudc doi quy
phuc vuong quyén ciua Buc Giésu Kitd khong?

Ching ta can nhdn ra cac ddu chi phan xét,
thwong xot, va on sung cua TC dé ciu ching
ta

Doi khi ching ta thuong khéng nhan ra sy khung
hoang luan ly va sy mau thuin thiéng liéng cua
thoi dai ching ta dang sdng, cho téi khi diéu gi do
“danh dong chung ta” dén véi thuc tai cia diéu
kién hién tai cia minh. Thién Chla nhic nh¢
ching ta rang su phan xét va hé qua ¢ tuong lai
dang cho doi mdi ngudi dang song trén trai dat
nay. Phan thuong cho viéc thuc hién nhiing gi
dung dan va 1am vui long Thién Chla va hinh phat
cho su ndi loan toi 16i va khudc tir Thién Chua
khéng phai lic nao ciing dugc cam nghiém trong
cudc séng nay; nhung chang chic chin s& dén
trong ngay phéan xét cudi ciing caa Thién Cha.

Chla Giésu ndi véi ching ta rang s& co su
nguoc dai, dau kho, va béach hai trong thoi dai
nay, cho téi khi Nguoi lai dén vao ngay tan thé.
Thién Chda mudn cho chung ta ludng trudc vé
su phan xét cudi cung cia Ngudi dé tré nén sy
ngan chan quyét liét vé su bat trung va sai tréi.
Thién Chua ban phat on sung va long thuong
X6t cho tat ca nhitng ai lang nghe tiéng moi goi
va canh bao cua Nguoi. Pimg dé qua di, tham
chi 1 ngay, lo6i moi goi on sung va thuong x6t
ctia Thién Chuia dé tim Kiém nuéc cong chinh va
binh an ciia Nguoi truée hét. Ngay nay co thé 1a
co hoi duy nhat cua ban truéc khi ngay tan thé
den.

Lay Chua Giésu, on sung va long thuong x6t cua
Chua tran day giita nhitng khé khan. Xin giup con
tim kiém vuong qudc cia Chla trén hét va khuoc
tir moi thir ngan can con khoi chay theo duong 16i
cong chinh va thanh thién cia Chda. Xin lap day
long con niém vui va hy vong vé vuong qudc vinh
cuu cua Chua.
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Thit Ba, 28-11-2023. Tuan 34 Thwong Nién - Nam A
Tuesday, November 28-2023. Week 34" Ordinary Time. Year A

Pn 2, 31-45 Daniel 2:31-45

Thién Chua cao ca da cho dirc vua biét chuyén gi sé xay ra sau nay (Pn 2,45)

Daniel was in a tough spot. If he didn’t tell
King Nebuchadnezzar the meaning of the
king’s dream, he would be put to death with all
the other wise men residing in Babylon. But
after he prayed fervently for an answer, “the
mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision”
(Daniel 2:19).

Daniel understood that the dream was a
revelation of the future. Four kingdoms would
rise and fall, just as all earthly kingdoms have
done throughout history. Only the last
kingdom, the kingdom of God, would “stand
forever” (Daniel 2:44). Surely this prophetic
dream must have reassured Daniel. Though his
people were in exile, Daniel knew that God
was in control and that in the end, his kingdom
would prevail.

We can’t predict the future, especially when it
comes to the rise and fall of worldly powers.
But here and in other biblical prophecies—
including Jesus’ own predictions of what is to
come—we hear the same story. There will be
times of tribulation, but in the end, God’s
kingdom will reign. We don’t know when this
will happen; even Jesus didn’t know (Matthew
24:36). But we can confidently place our hope
in God’s promises and look forward to that day
when God will be “all in all” (1 Corinthians
15:28). This is the future that “the great God”
has revealed to us (Daniel 2:45).

All of us are tempted from time to time to get

Danien dang & trong tinh thé kho khian. Néu
6ng khdng noi cho vua Nabucdddndxo biét y
nghia gidc mo ctia nha vua thi 6ng s& bi xir tir
cling vai tat ca nhitng nha théng thai khac sbng
& Babylon. Nhung sau khi 6ng cau nguyén tha
thiét dé co duogc cau tra 1oi, “sy mau nhiém da
dugc to ra cho Panien trong mot thi kién” (Bn
2,19).

Panien hiéu rang giac mo 1a su tiét 16 V& twong
lai. Bén vuong qudc s& trdi day va sup do,
gidng nhu tit ca cic vuong qudc tran thé da
lam trong suét lich str. Chi cé vuwong quéc cudi
cing, vuong qudc cua Thién Chla, méi “vinh
ctru” (Bn 2,44). Chac chan gidc mo tién tri nay
chic han da khién Danien yén tam. Mic du dan
toc cua ong dang bi luu day nhung Panien biét
rang Chuia dang nam quyén kiém soét va cudi
cung vuong qudc cua Ngai s& thiang thé.

Chung ta khong thé doan trude duoc tuong lai,
dac biét 1a khi nodi dén sy thang tram cua cac
quyén lyc thé gian. Nhung & day va trong
nhitng 1oi tién tri khac trong Kinh Théanh — ké
ca nhirng 161 tién doan cua chinh Chda Giésu
vé nhiing gi sap xay dén — chiing ta ciing nghe
thay cau chuyén tuong tw. S& 6 ldc hoan nan,
nhung cudi cung, vuwong qudc cia Chua s&
thdng tri. Chlng ta khong biét khi nao diéu nay
s& xay ra; ngay ca Chua Giésu ciing khong biét
(Mt 24,36). Nhung chung ta c6 thé tin twdng
dat hy vong cua minh vao nhiing o1 htra cua
Chda va mong cho ngdy Chla s& 1a “tit ca
trong moi su” (1Cor 15,28). bay la tuong lai
ma “Thién Chula cao ca” da bay té cho ching
ta (Dn 2,45).

Tt ca chiing ta d6i khi déu bi cam db lo ling
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anxious or fearful about what the future may
hold for us and our loved ones. When that
happens, remember this truth: your future is
secure because it’s in God’s hands. Your
loving, faithful God cares deeply about his
creation, and in the end, he won’t let it be
overpowered by evil. In fact, he cares for us so
much that he sent his Son to earth to save us—
to save you.

Today in prayer, surrender to the Lord all your
worries about the future. Trust him to help you
through whatever difficulties that lie ahead,
and keep your eyes fixed on the glory to come.
Because just as he did for Daniel, God has
already revealed to you the end of the story—
an ending that’s better than any of us could
ever imagine.

“Father, I trust in you, today and all the days of
my life.”

hoic so hdi vé nhitng gi twong lai c6 thé xay ra
véi chang ta va nhirng nguoi than yéu cua
chung ta. Khi diéu d6 xay ra, hdy nhd su that
nay: twong lai cua ban dugc dam bao vi no
nam trong tay Chua. Thién Chia yéu thuong,
thanh tin cia ban quan tam sau sic dén sy sang
tao ctia Ngai, va cudi cung, Ngai s& khong dé
né bi cai c ché ngu. Trén thuc té, Ngai quan
tam dén chiang ta dén muc sai Con Ngai xudng
tran gian dé ctu ching ta - dé ctu ban.

Hom nay, trong 10i cau nguyén, hdy dang lén
Chuia moi lo lang caa ban vé twong lai. Hay tin
cay Ngai s€ gilp ban vuot qua moi kho khan
phia trudc va luén huéng mét vé vinh quang
sap dén. Boi vi giéng nhu Ngai di lam véi
Danien, Chtia di tiét 16 cho ban phan cudi caa
cau chuyén - mot céi két tot dep hon bat ky ai
trong chling ta c6 thé tudng tuong.

Lay Cha, con tin thac noi Cha hom nay va moi
ngay trong doi con.

Lc 21, 5-11

Sé ¢é dpng dit khiing khiép, déi kém, bénh dich khdp noi (Lc 21, 11)
There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place. (Luke 21:11)

People who speculate on when Jesus will
return will often mention this passage. They’ll
remind us that our world has already seen
nations warring against one another as well as
great earthquakes and severe famines. They
may also call attention to the “plagues” that are
now on the rise. Should we conclude that these
are sure signs that Jesus’ return is just around
the corner?

The fact is, we really don’t need to try to figure
out when Jesus will come back. None of us
know the answer—not even Jesus himself
(Matthew 24:36)! It’s enough for us to know
that he will come again. Even if we don’t live

Nhirng nguoi suy doan khi nao Chua Giésu sé€
tro lai s& thuong d¢ cap dén cau néi nay.
Chiing s& nhac nhé chling ta rang thé gigi cua
chung ta da chung kién céc qudc gia chién
tranh chéng lai nhau ciing nhu nhiing tran dong
dat 16n va nan d6i nghiém trong. Ho ciing c6
thé kéu goi su chil ¥ dén “bénh dich” dang gia
tang. Chung ta c6 nén két luan rang day la
nhitng dau hiéu chic chan cho thay su trg lai
cua Chla Giésu sip dén gan khong?

Thuc té 13, ching ta thuc sy khdng can phai ¢
gang tim hiéu xem khi nao Chula Giésu s& tro
lai. Khong ai trong ching ta biét cau tra loi -
ngay ca chinh Chua Giésu ciing khong (Mt 24,
36)! Chung ta du dé biét ring Ngai s& tro lai.
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to see his Second Coming, we know that he
will come for each one of us at the end of our
lives. And that could happen any day.

The important issue isn’t when Jesus is coming
back; it’s what we are doing to be ready for it.
Are you living as if he could return at any
moment? If that question makes you uneasy,
consider this: Jesus’ return means that you will
see him, your Savior, the one who rescued you
from sin and death. You will behold the God

Ngay ca khi ching ta khéng séng dé nhin thay
su tai 1am cua Ngai, ching ta biét ring Ngai s&
dén cho mdi ngudi ching ta vao cudi cudc doi
cta chung ta. Va diéu do6 co thé xay ra bat cir
ngay nao.

Vién dé quan trong khdng phai 1a khi ndo Chua
Giésu tro lai; do 1a nhirng gi ching ta dang lam
dé sin sang cho nd. Ban c6 dang séng nhu thé
Ngai c6 thé trg lai bat cir ltc nao khong? Néu
cau hoi d6 khién ban khdng yén tam, hay xem
xét didu nay: Su tré lai cua Chla Giésu cd
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who created you from nothing, who provided
= for all your needs, and who cares for you every
second. You’ll be before the one whose love
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Hay nhé rang nhiéu Kitd hitu ban dau di phan
khich nhu thé nao khi nghi dén su trg lai coa
Chua Giésu. Ho nong long mudn gap Ngai! Ho
dugc giai thoéat khoi su lo ling khi ho cho doi
trong niém hy vong han hoan. Khi chia s¢ théi
d6 do, chung ta s& thdy dé dang hon dé séng
mot doi séng dep 10ng Chla. Tinh yéu va long
biét on - khong phai 1a so héi - s& thuc day sy
mong doi cia chdng ta va cing c¢d ching ta
trong hy vong.

% Remember how excited many of the early

Christians were at the thought of Jesus’ return.
& They couldn’t wait to see him! They were
% freed from anxiety as they waited in joyful
hope. As we share that kind of attitude, we will
(E=S find it easier to live a life pleasing to the Lord.

(‘ Love and gratitude—not fear—will motivate
our expectancy and strengthen us in hope.
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promises. Look to the one who loves you and
is waiting for you, the one who is coming
again to take you with him to his heavenly
kingdom. Let him turn your unease into
eagerness.

“Lord Jesus, change my heart and make me
ready to welcome you!”

Chua Giésu. Hay nhin Bang yéu thuong ban va
dang chd doi ban, Ngai s& tro lai dé dua ban
dén véi vuong qudc Thién dang cua Ngai. Hay
dé Ngai bién su kho chiu cua ban thanh su hao
huc.

Lay Chla Giésu, xin bién doi tréi tim con va
khien con san sang chao don Chua!
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