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allowed Job to be tested through great trial,
suffering, and the loss of everything he had. In
the midst of his sufferings Job did not waver in
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trusting God. In chapter 19 of the Book of Job,
he exclaims:

"For | know that my Redeemer lives, and that at
the last he will stand upon the earth; and after
my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh
| shall see God, whom I shall see on my side, and
my eyes shall behold, and not another" (Job
19:25-27).

Through testing and purification God
strengthened Job in faith and abundantly
rewarded him for his trust and hope in God's
promises.

King David also expressed his unwavering hope
in the promise of everlasting life with God. In
Psalm 16 David prays,

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue
rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because
you will not abandon me to the realm of the
dead, nor will you let your faithful one see
decay. You make known to me the path of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence, with
eternal pleasures at your right hand (Psalm 16:9-
11 NIV translation).

We wait with hope for the Lord to raise us up to
everlasting life

Jesus made an incredible promise to his disciples
and a claim which only God can make and
deliver: Whoever sees and believes in Jesus, the
Son of God, shall have everlasting life and be
raised up at the last day (John 6:40)! How can
we see Jesus? The Lord makes his presence
known to us in the reading of his word (John
14:23), in the breaking of the bread, and in his
church, the body of Christ.

The Lord Jesus reveals himself in many

Giop di khong nao nung trong niém tin cay
vao Thién Chua. Trong chuong 19 cua séch
Giop, 6ng noi:

Toi biét rang Pang bénh vuc toi van song, va
sau ciing, Ngwoi Sé ditng 1én trén coi dat. Sau
khi da t6i ddy bi tiéu hay, thi véi tam than toi,
t6i sé dwroc nhin ngagm Thién Chuda. Chinh toi
sé dwoc ngam nhin Ngwoi, Pdng mdt tdi nhin
thdy khong phdi ngueoi xa la (G 19,25-27).

Qua sy thir thach va thanh tay, Thién Chla
cung cb ong Gidp trong dic tin va ban
thuong du dat cho 6ng vi long tin tudng va
trong cay vao nhirng loi hira cia Thién Chua.

Vua Pavit ciing bay to6 niém hy vong cua
minh vao loi htra sy séng vinh ciru véi Thién
Chta. Trong thanh vinh 16, Pavit cau
nguyén rang:

Vi thé, tdm hon con mang ré, va long dg han
hoan, than xac con ciing nghi ngoi an toan.
Vi Chua chang danh bé mdc con trong coi
am ty, khéng d@é ké hiéu trung nay hw nat
trong phan mg. Chla sé day con biét duong
vé cbi song: truéc Thanh Nhan, i vui sudng
tran tré, ¢ bén Ngai, hoan lac chang hé voi!
(Tv 16,9-11 ban dich NIV).

Chang ta ché dei véi niém hy veng vao Chua
cho chiing ta vao hwong sw Song doi doi

Pirc Giésu da hira véi cac mén dé mot diéu
that 4n tugng ma chi mot minh Chia méi c6
thé thuc hién duoc: Ai nhin thdy va tin vao
buc Giésu, Con Thién Chua, s& c6 su séng
doi doi va s& duoc séng lai vao ngay sau hét
(Ga 6,40)! Lam thé nao ching ta c6 thé nhin
thdy Pic Giésu? Chla cho ching ta biét su
hién dién cua Nguoi trong viéc doc loi
Nguoi (Ga 14,23), trong nghi thiac cir hanh
viéc bé banh, trong nha tho, trong than thé
buc Kitd.

Chla Giésu mac khai chinh minh trong nhiéu
cach thuc cho nhitng ai tim kiém Nguoi voi
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countless ways to those who seek him with eyes
of faith (Hebrews 12:2, 11:27). When we read
the word of God in the Bible the Lord Jesus -
who is the Word of God - speaks to us and
reveals to us the mind and heart of our heavenly
Father. When we approach the table of the Lord,
Jesus offers himself as spiritual food which
produces the very life of God within us (I am the
bread of life, John 6:35). He promises unbroken
fellowship and freedom from the fear of being
forsaken or cut off from everlasting life with
God. And he offers us the hope of sharing in his
resurrection - being raised again with him to
abundant life that will never end. Do you
recognize the Lord's presence in your life and do
you long for the day when you will see him face
to face?

The Holy Spirit is the key to growth in faith

What is the source of faith and how can we grow
in it? Faith is an entirely free gift which God
offers us through his Son Jesus Christ. We could
not approach God if he did not first approach us
and draw us to himself. The Lord Jesus gives us
his Holy Spirit who works in us to open our ears
to hear God's word and to respond to it with trust
and submission. The Holy Spirit is the key to our
growing in faith. The Holy Spirit is our teacher
and guide who makes our faith come alive as we
cooperate with his help and and to his wisdom
and instruction.

To live, grow, and persevere in faith to the end
we must nourish it with the word of God.
Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) said: I
believe, in order to wunderstand; and |
understand, the better to believe. Jesus promises
that those who accept him as their Lord and
Savior and submit to his word will be raised up
to everlasting life with him when he comes again
at the close of this age. Is your life securely
anchored to the promises of Christ and his
kingdom of everlasting peacejoy, and

cap mdt dire tin (Hr 12,2; 11,27). Khi ching
ta doc o1 Chua trong Kinh thanh, bac Giésu
noi vai chdng ta va mac khai cho ching ta
biét vé y dinh va tdm tinh cua Chla Cha. Khi
chung ta dén gan ban tiéc cua Chua, Duc
Giésu ban chinh minh nhu lwong thuc than
linh dem lai su séng that caa Thién Chua
trong tdm hon ching ta (Ta l& banh su song,
Ga 6,35). Nguoi htra ban cho ching ta tinh
bang hitu viing bén va sy giai thoat khoi ndi
so héi bi bo roi hay bj loai trir khoi su séng
vinh cttu véi Thién Chta. Va Nguoi ban cho
chdng ta niém hy vong chia sé su phuc sinh
ciia Ngudi - sy séng sung man khong dut.
Ban c6 nhan ra sy hién dién cua Chua trong
doi minh va ban ¢6 mong dgi ngay ban sé
nhin thdy Ngudi dién dbi dién khdng?

Chuia Thanh Thdan la chia khéa lén Ién trong
durc tin

buc tin 1a gi va lam thé nao ching ta Ion 1én
trong dtrc tin? Duc tin & mot mon qua hoan toan
nhung khong ma Thién Chua ban cho chung ta
qua nguoi con la Buc Giésu Kitd. Chdng ta
khong thé dén gan Thién Chla néu Nguoi khdng
dén voi chung ta trugc va 16i kéo chung ta dén
véi Nguoi. Chla Giésu ban Thanh Than cho
chung ta, Pang hoat dong trong ching ta dé mo
tai chdng ta ling nghe 151 Chua va dap tra lai véi
su tin twdng va vang phuc. Chia Thanh Than 1a
chia khéa cho viéc I6n Ién cha ching ta trong
duc tin. Chlia Thanh Than 1a Thay day va Huéng
dan vién lam cho duc tin cua ching ta nén song
dong khi chang ta hgp tac véi su trg gilp va
huéng dan ciia Nguoi.

Sbng, 16n 1én, va kién viing trong dirc tin dén
gid phat sau hét, ching ta phai nuéi dudng né
bang 1oi Chia. Thanh Augustine Hippo (354-
430) noi rang: Toi tin dé toi hiéu. Toi hiéu dé
tin hon. Bic Giésu hta rang nhitng ai tiép
nhan Nguoi nhu 1a Chtia va 1a Dang cau chudce
minh va vang phuc 1oi Nguoi s& duoc su song
vinh ctru véi Nguoi khi Nguoi tro lai trong
ngay Phan xét. Cudc doi ban cé bam chat vao
céc 1oi hira cia Puc Kitd va vuong qudc binh
an, niém vui, va coéng chinh vinh ctu cua
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“Lord Jesus Christ, your death and resurrection | L8y Chua Giésu Kito, cai chét va su phuc g%&‘
% brought life and hope where there was once only | SInh cia Chiia dem lai sy song va niém hy Ciir%%
(b | despair and defeat. Give me unwavering faith, vong cho nhimg noi chi 0 tuyét vong va that ﬂ‘
?QS unshakeable hope, and the fire of your | Dai Xin ban cho con dirc tin viing vang, long |
G@%‘ unquenchable love that | may know you fully | Y vong kién viing, va lua meén khong thé %@‘
S

dap tat dé con c6 thé biét Chla céach tron ven

L) and serve you joyfully now and for ever in your va phung su Cha céch vui vé bay gio va | 2

S everlasting kingdom." LG EStr ui ve Y @
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%q& Trong cay nhuw the, ching ta sé khong phai that vong (Rm 5,5) %Ei

Vi
- &
(‘ Hope. It’s a common thread through all of | Hy vong. Do 1a chi dé xuyén ‘Sufr)t tat ca céac B (‘
%@ today’s readings. And it’s something we have | bai doc hom nay. Va d6 la dieu ching ta co 6‘%%
fﬂ&‘ in common with the souls in purgatory: as we | chung vai céc linh hon trong luyén nguc: khi g&‘
z await the joys of heaven, we place our hope in | chd doi niém vui Thién dang, chung ta dat hy | 7
%@ the promises of Christ. In other words, we have | vong vao nhiing loi ha cua Chaa Kitd. Noi %(‘
® confidence that God will do what he says he | cach khéc, chlng ta tin chac rang Chia sé lam |
% will do. Today, on the feast of All Souls, let’s | nhitng gi Ngai n6i. Hom nay, I& Cac Linh Hon, %
® si‘ focus on the promises contained in today’s | chung ta hdy tap trung vao nhiing loi hua trong %[zi‘

Py readings so that we can pray for our deceased | cac bai doc hom nay dé ching ta c6 thé cau éé@%
= (‘ loved ones with hope in our hearts. nguyén cho nhitng nguoi than yéu da qua doi | i (‘
9 cua minh vai niem hy vong trong long. 9

=%
* The author of the Book of Wisdom tells us |  Tac gia Sach Khon Ngoan néi véi ching ta é’:;i

S that even after bodily death, our souls “are in | rang ngay ca sau khi than xac chét di, linh hon é;j&%
g (‘ the hand of God” (3:1). In the meantime, as we | chung ta “nam trong tay Thién Chua” (3,1). %Ej (‘
é{’Q await the final resurrection, we will still Trong khi cho doi, khj cho doi cudc song lai g"’Qg

(‘ experience his grace and mercy as we “abide | cudi cung, ching ta van sé cam nghiém duogc @‘
9 with him in love” (3:9). an sing va long thuong x6t ciia Ngai khi ching | 9
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* The responsorial psalm pictures God as a | « Dap ca m6 ta Thién Chua nhu muyc tur dan dat %

shepherd who leads and guides us. We have | va hudng dan ching ta. Chung ta khong coé gi %‘

nothing to fear because he walks with us in the | phai s¢ hai vi Ngai cung di véi ching ta trong ?

“dark valley” and is always at our side (Psalm | “thung ing t6i tim” va luén & bén canh ching %&’@3
=

23:4). ta (Tv 23,4). 7 =
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* Jesus says that it is the will of his Father “that
everyone who sees the Son and believes in him
may have eternal life” (John 6:40). This is
what God wants for each one of us.

As St. Paul also reminds us today, “Hope does
not disappoint” (Romans 5:5). Why? Because
when the Spirit reveals to us how much our
Father loves us, we find it easier to believe in
his promises. God loved us so much that he
sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross so that we
could be reconciled to him (5:10). We can trust
that we, and our loved ones, can be forgiven
even for those sins we are most ashamed of!

As you offer up prayers today for your
deceased family and friends, recall God’s
promises. He has made it possible for us to
spend eternity with him. This is the hope we
can cling to, both for ourselves and for our
loved ones who have gone before us. One day
we will see all of God’s promises fulfilled.
Then our hope will be transformed into the
perfect joy and peace that God has always
intended for all of us, his beloved sons and
daughters.

“Lord, as I pray for my loved ones today, I
place my hope in your promises.”

« Chua Giésu néi rang y mudn caa Chia Cha la
“hé ai nhin thay Con va tin vao Ngai thi duoc
su sdng doi doi” (Ga 6,40). Pay la diéu Chua
mong mudn noi mdi ngudi ching ta.

Nhu Thanh Phaolé ciing nhic nhé ching ta
hém nay: “Hy vong s& khdng lam that vong”
(Rm 5,5). Tai sao? Bai vi khi Thanh Linh bay
t6 cho ching ta biét Cha yéu thuong ching ta
dén muc nao, ching ta s& dé dang tin vao
nhitng loi hira cua Ngai hon. Thién Chua yéu
thuong chiing ta dén ndi da sai Con cua Ngai la
Chua Giésu chét trén thap gia dé ching ta duoc
hoa giai véi Ngai (5,10). Chlng ta c6 thé tin
tudng rang chdng ta va nhimg nguoi than yéu
cua ching ta c6 thé duoc tha thi ngay ca doi
vé6i nhirng toi 16i ma ching ta xau hd nhat!

Hém nay, khi ban dang loi cau nguyén cho gia
dinh va ban bé¢ da khuat ciia minh, hay nhé lai
nhiing 101 hra cua Chua. Ngai da giap ching ta
c6 thé song doi doi voi Ngai. Pay 1a niém hy
vong ma chlng ta c6 thé bam vao, cho ca ban
than va cho nhiing ngudi than yéu da ra di
trudc ching ta. Mot ngay nao d6 chung ta s
thay tat ca nhitng loi htra cia Chua duoc tng
nghiém. Khi d6 niém hy vong caa ching ta s&
duoc bién d6i thanh niém vui va su binh an
hoan hao ma Thién Chua ludn danh cho tat ca
ching ta, nhimg nguoi con yéu dau cua Ngai.

Lay Chda, hém nay khi con cau nguyén cho
nhimg nguoi thdn yéu cua con, con dat hy
vong vao nhirng loi hira cia Chda.

Ga 6, 37-40

Toi sé khong khwoc tir bat cik ai dén véi toi (Ga 6, 37)
I will not reject anyone who comes to me. (John 6:37)

On the feast of All Souls, we remember our
“faithful departed.” This term can sound so
remote and impersonal. But the death of a
loved one is anything but remote. These are
our spouses, our parents, our children, our

Vao ngay I1& Céc linh hon, chung ta tuéng nhé
“cac tin hiru da qua doi”. Thuat ngr nay nghe
c6 vé xa cach va khong lién quan dén ai.
Nhung cai chét cia mot ngudi than yéu 1a mot
didu gi d6 gan giii. Pay 1a vo / chdng caa
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friends. These are our beloved dead, and our
sense of loss can be profound. We may feel as
if we have lost all connection with them, and in
our grief, we can even doubt God’s goodness.

ching ta, cha me cua chung ta, con céi cua
ching ta, ban bé cua ching ta. Pay la nhiing
ngudi than yéu da chét cua ching tdi, va cam
gidc mat mét cua ching ta co thé rat sau sac.
Chung ta c6 thé cam thay nhu thé mat hét mdi
lién hé véi ho, va trong ndi dau budn, ching ta
tham chi c6 thé nghi ngo su tt lanh cua Thién
Chua.

N _ X
=y « b6 1a 1y do tai sao ngay I¢ hém nay la mot an

ER hu¢, cho ca ching ta va cho nhiing nguoi than é?”(i
% yéu da khuat cua chung ta. Ngay Lé Cac Linh ﬁ%&‘
N X G Ay s 5 (o e o)
?({ That is why today’s feast is a gift, both for us hotl nhac n\ho C_h“”9 ta} rang nho ;phep,ru:a ?QAI’ @’fqg
%%‘ and for our deceased loved ones. All Souls’ Chu‘ng ta} la Cf" the (o than the E:hua Klto' %%&‘
g Day reminds us that because of our baptism, | NNO Chiia Giésu, ching ta duoc ket hop vinh 9
05 we are members of the body of Christ, | VN VOl tat ca anh chi em cua ching ta, ca %
Through Jesus, we are eternally united with all | MNImg nguoi con song va nhimg ngudi da qua | &= b

our brothers and sisters, both living and
deceased. This means that our love and our
prayers can reach beyond the grave. By our
prayers, we can help those who have gone
before us and who are now being purified
(CCC, 958, 961-962). And as we pray for
them, our own faith can grow stronger.

doi. Piéu nay c6 nghia 1a tinh yéu cua chdng ta
va nhitng 10i cau nguyén cua ching ta c6 thé
vuot ra khéi ndm mo. Bang nhiing loi cau
nguyén cta minh, ching ta c6 thé gitp d&
nhimg nguoi da di trudc ching ta va nhiing
ngudi hién dang dwoc thanh tay (CCC, 958,
961-962). Va khi chling ta cau nguyén cho ho,

if%&‘
()
2

duc tin cua ching ta c6 thé phat trién manh mé | Z
hon. %(‘
9
Trong bai Tin ming hém nay, Chta Giésu di %
dua ra mét 1oi htra dang chu y: “T6i s€ khong %‘

@ In today’s Gospel, Jesus makes a remarkable | khuéc tir bat ctr ai dén véi 617 (Ga 6, 37). | &

R 0 113 o o \ y 5 A , A X A %
%Zj (‘ promise: “I will not reject anyone who comes | Long thuong xo6t cia Ngai 16n dén noi néu %ij (‘
5 to me” (John 6:37). His mercy is so great that | ching ta dén v4i Ngai véi dac tin khiém

if we come to him with humble faith and
sincere repentance, he will cleanse us and heal

nhuong va long chan thanh an ndn, Ngai sé
thanh tay va chira lanh cho chdng ta, bat ké

i
-0

“5 us, no matter what we have done. How | chung ta da lam gi. That an ui biét bao! Trong %{
=y (‘ comforting! In this promise, we find the | loi hira nay, ching ta tim thiy can dam dé cau | (‘
g’q courage to pray that our loved ones will | nguyén rang nhitng ngudi than yéu caa ching %?%
(‘ experience this healing, even after death. Not | ta sé trai qua su chita lanh nay, ngay ca sau khi E&‘
? only that, but we find the courage to trust that | chét. Khong nhitng thé, ching ta con thiy can ?
Q(‘ the Lord who welcomes them will also heal | dam dé tin twong ring Chua 1a Dang tiép don %f%%
S and welcome us when we see him face-to-face. | ho ciing sé& chita lanh va chao dén chung ta khi |
O ching ta gap g& Ngai dién d6i dién. %
50 a(

Hém nay, ching ta cau nguyén cho tit ca
nhimg nguoi da qua doi, tinh yéu thanh khict
va hoan hao cuaa Thién Chua sé tiep tuc thanh

Today, we pray for all who have died, that
God’s holy and perfect love will continue to
purify them so that they can be fully united
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(‘ with the Lord. As Pope Benedict XVI wrote, | tay ho d¢ ho dwgc hoan toan két hop véi Chua. %&‘
% may they “become fully open to receiving God | Nhu Duc Bénédictd XVI da viet: Xin cho ho %
(‘ and able to take [their] place at the table of the | “hoan toan c¢6i m¢ d€ don nhén Thién Chia va %‘
% eternal marriage-feast” (Spe Salvi, 46). May | c6 thé tham dy trong ban tiéc cusi vinh ctru” c?%%
&‘ nothing hinder them: no sin, no fear or shame, | (Spe Salvi, 46). Mong sao khong diéu gi can ﬂ‘
no wounds from the sins of others. Let nothing | tré ho: khong t6i loi, khdng so hai hay xau ho, ?

keep them from Jesus and his healing love. khong vét thuong do toi I16i cia nguoi khac. %’%&‘
S

X

) Khong co6 gi ngin can ho khoi Chua Giésu va | $
%ﬁ‘ tinh yéu chira lanh cua Ngai. f@‘
i) o . ” =

g < Lord Jesus, have mercy on us sinners. Lay Chiia Giésu, xin thwong xot chiing con la ch”(g
@‘ nhieng ké ti 13i. %&‘
?R %
< @
9 ¢ Nguén: the word among us %‘
e

’2\'

Chuyén ngit: Linh muc Phaold Vii Pac Thanh, SDD. %(‘
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