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Thir Bay, 18-11-2023. Tuan 32 Thuwong Nién - Nam A
Saturday, November 18-2023. Week 32" Ordinary Time. Year A

Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Saturday (November 18): "Always pray and
do not lose heart™

Scripture: Luke 18:1-8

1 And he told them a parable, to the effect that
S they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 2

6‘5 He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who
%:(‘ neither feared God nor regarded man; 3 and
65%? there was a widow in that city who kept coming
Dﬂiﬂ{i‘ to him and saying, “Vindicate me against my
? adversary." 4 For a while he refused; but
@5« afterward he said to himself, "Though I neither
S fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because this

widow bothers me, | will vindicate her, or she
will wear me out by her continual coming.™ 6
And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous
(‘ judge says. 7 And will not God vindicate his
elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he
delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will
vindicate them speedily. Nevertheless, when the
Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth?"

Thir Bay 18-11 Hay cau nguyén

ludn va dirng nan long
Lc 18,1-8

1 Pdc Gié-su k€ cho cdc mén dé du ngdén
sau ddy, dé day cdc 6ng phai cdu nguyén
lubn, khéng dugc nan chi.> Ngudi noi:
"Trong thanh kia, cé mét éng quan toa. Ong
ta chdng kinh sg Thién Chda, ma cing
chéng coi ai ra gi.z Trong thanh dé, ciing cé
mot ba goa. Ba nay da nhiéu lan dén thua
vdi 6ng: "PG6i phuong téi hai téi, xin ngai
minh xét cho.4+ M6t thoi gian kha lau, éng
khéng chiu. Nhung cudi cung, 6ng ta nghi
bung: "D&u rdng ta chdng kinh s¢ Thién
Chua, ma ciing chdng coi ai ra gi,s nhung
mu god nay qudy rdy madi, thi ta xét xu cho
roi, kéo mu 8y c& dén hoai, lam ta nhuc
dau nhdc 6c."s R6i Chua ndi: "Anh em nghe
quan toa bat chinh &y ndi dé!> V&y chdng &
Thién Chua lai khéng minh xét cho nhing
ké Ngudi d& tuyén chon, ngay dém hdng
kéu ctu vdi Nguoi sao? L& nao Ngudi bat ho
chd ddi mai? sThady ndi cho anh em biét,
Ngudi sé mau chéng minh xét cho ho.
Nhung khi Con Ngudi ngu dén, liéu Nguoi
con thay long tin trén mat dat nifa chang? "

2z
Ijg(‘ Meditation: What can a shameless and unjust | Suy niém: Vi quan toa tro trén va bét»céngv duong
b judge pitted against a crusty and pestering | dau voi ngudi dan ba quay roi va lam bam day
&%, | woman teach us about justice and vindication in | ching ta dicu gi vé cong Iy va su bénh vuc trong
® 0 | e kingdom of God? Jesus tells a story that is | Yuong quoc cia Chia? Bic Giésu ké mot cau

all too true - a defenseless widow is taken
advantaged of and refused her rights. Through

~
g
&

& sheer persistence she wears down an

X : . : .
« unscrupulous judge until he gives her justice.

9 Persistence pays off, and that's especially true

for those who trust in God. Jesus illustrates how
God as our Judge and Vindicator is much
quicker to come to our defense and to bring us

chuyén rat that - mot ba goa khong noi nuong tua
bi d6i xir bat cong va bi tir chdi nhiing quyén lgi
ctia ba. Nho tinh kién nhan manh mé, ba da khuat
phuc dugc vi quan toa vo Iwong tam cho téi khi
6ng ta chiu xét xir cho ba. Tinh kién nhan di chién
thing, d6 1a chan 1y dic biét danh cho nhiing ai tin
cdy vao Chta. buac Giésu minh hoa cach thirc
Thién Chtia nhu vi Tham phan s& nhanh chéng
dén dé dem lai cong ly, phdc lanh, va tro gidp khi
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his justice, blessing, and help when we need it.
But we can easily lose heart and forget to ask
our heavenly Father for his grace and help.

Faith-filled persistence reaps the fruit of
justice and grace

Jesus told the parable of the persistent widow
and the unjust judge (Luke 18:1-8) to give his
disciples fresh hope and confidence in God's
unfailing care and favor towards us (grace). In
this present life we can expect trials and
adversity, but we are not without hope in God.
The Day of the Last Judgment will reveal that
God's justice triumphs over all the injustices
perpetrated by a fallen world of sinful people
and that God's love is stronger than death (Song
of Songs 8:6). Those who put their faith in God
and entrust their lives to him can look forward
with hope and confident assurance. They will
receive their reward - if not fully in this present
life then surely and completely in the age to
come in God's kingdom of righteousness, peace,
and joy (Romans 14:17).

Jesus ends his parable with a probing question
for us. Will you and | have faith - the kind of
faith that doesn't give up or lose hope in God -
but perseveres to the end of our lives - and to
the end of this present age when the Lord Jesus
will return in glory as Ruler and Judge of All?
Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to
us. We could not believe, trust, and persevere
with hope if God did not first draw us to himself
and reveal to us his merciful love and care. If
we want to grow and persevere in faith until the
end of our days, then we must nourish our faith
with the word of God and ask the Lord to
increase it (Luke 17:5). When trials and
setbacks disappoint you, where do you place
your hope and confidence? Do you pray with
expectant faith and confident hope in God's
merciful care and provision for you?

"Lord Jesus, increase my faith and make it
strong that 1 may never doubt your word and

chung ta can dén. Nhung chiing ta c6 thé dé dang
nga long va khdng khan cau Cha trén troi ban cho
minh on sung va su trg luc.

Sw bén do6 trong dikc tin sé gat dwec hoa trai cia
cong chinh va on sung

Puc Giésu ké du ngén nguoi géa phu kién viing
va ngudi quan &n bat chinh (Lc 18,1-8) dé dem lai
niém hy vong va tin tudong méi mé vao sy quan
tam va yéu mén lién i ddi véi ching ta (on sung)
cho cac mon dé. Trong cudc soéng hién tai nay,
chlng ta s€ gap nhing thir thach va nghich canh,
nhung chung ta khong thé mat niém hy vong vao
Chua. Cudc phan xét cudi cing s& cho biét rang
cong ly cua Chua chién thing trén tit ca nhiing su
bit cong ma thé giéi cua nguoi toi 15i sa ngd da
gay ra, va tinh yéu cia ChGa manh hon sy chét
(Dc 8,6). Nhiing ai dat niém tin twong noi Chua va
phd thac cude doi minh cho Ngudi ¢ thé trong
doi véi long hy vong va su qua quyét chac chan.
Ho s& nhan duoc phan thuong cua minh - néu
khong tron ven & doi nay thi chic chin va hoan
thanh & doi sau trong vuong qudc cong chinh,
binh an, va vui mung cua Thién Chua (Rm 14,17).

Duc Giésu két thic du ngbn véi mot cau hoi tham
dd chang ta. Liéu ban va toi c6 niém tin - loai
niém tin khéng bo cudc hay danh mat hy vong —
nhung kién viing dén phat cudi cua cude doi — va
dén ngay tan thé khi Chda Giésu tré lai trong vinh
quang 1a Pang thdng tri va Xét xir moi nguoi
khéng? Buc tin 1a mot hong an Thién Chda ban
cho chung ta mot cach nhung khong. Chung ta
khdng thé tin tuong, trong cay, va kién viing voéi
hy vong néu Thién Chua khong 16i kéo ching ta
dén voi Nguoi trugc va mac khai cho ching ta
tinh yéu thuong xo6t va sy quan tam cia Nguoi.
Néu ching ta mudn Ién Ién va kién viing trong
niém tin cho dén phat cudi cuing, thi ching ta phai
nudi dudng duc tin caa minh vai 16i Chia, va cau
xin Chia ban thém niém tin cho ching ta (Lc
17,5). Khi céc thir théch va thét bai lam ban nan
long, ban dit niém hy vong va tin twéng ciia minh
vao dau? Ban c6 cau nguyén véi dic tin va long
tréng cay kién virng vao sy quan phong san soc
day thuong x6t ciia Chlia danh cho ban khong?

Lay Chla Giésu, xin Chia ban thém niém tin cho
con va lam cho né manh mg&, dé con khong bao
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gio nghi ngo nhitng 161 hira ciia Nguoi. Trong moi
tinh hudng con di dién du nhitng thir thach, that
bai hay mat mat, xin Chua giip con tin tuéng vao
tinh yéu viing bén cia Chua, va tim thay niém vui
va man nguyén chi noi Chua la kho bau cta long
con ma thoi.

promise to be with me always. In every
situation | face - whether trials, setbacks, or loss
- may | always find strength in your unfailing
love and find joy and contentment in having
you alone as the treasure of my heart."”

Thir Bay, 18-11-2023. Tuan 32 Thuwong Nién - Nim A
Saturday, November 18-2023. Week 32" Ordinary Time. Year A
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( Lc 18, 1-8 Luke 18:1-8 i
?&‘ Hay cau nguyén ludn dirng chan nan (Lc 18,1) @
&

Don’t we all love having someone listen to us?
Children and teens want their parents’
attention. Married people can sense when their
spouse is distracted and only half listening to
them. And often the main heartache of the
lonely and elderly is that there is no one around
who patiently listens to their concerns.

Khoéng phai tat ca ching ta déu thich c6 ai do
ling nghe minh sao? Tré em va thanh thiéu
nién mudén duoc cha me chl y. Nhiing ngudi
da két hon co thé cam nhan duogc khi nao ngudi
phdi ngau cua ho mat tap trung va chi ling
nghe ho mét nira. Va thuong ndi dau khé chinh
cua nhiing ngudi c6 don va nguoi gia la khéng
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c6 ai xung quanh kién nhan ling nghe nhitng
tam su cuaa ho.
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Tuy nhién, khong gidng nhu vi tham phén lanh
lung ma Chula Giésu mo ta trong bai Tin Mung
hom nay, Cha trén troi ciia ching ta ludn liang
nghe. Ngai chii y dén ting 10i noi cia chung ta
va nhay cam véi moi nhu cau cua ching ta. D6
la Iy do tai sao Chia Giésu ké cho chiing ta cau
chuyén nay — dé cho chung ta thay Iy do tai sao
chang ta khong nén bo cudc khi dang loi cau
Xin.

% Unlike the coldhearted judge whom Jesus

describes in today’s Gospel reading, however,
2z our heavenly Father is always listening. He is
tjg(‘ attentive to our every word and sensitive to our
) every need. That’s why Jesus told us this
story—to show us why we shouldn’t give up
when we are offering prayers of petition.

() )
9 Tuy nhién, ching ta van co thé tré nén mét moi | 2

9 R(‘ Yet we can still grow weary when we pray for | khi cau nguyén trong thoi gian dai ma khong %%(‘
© long periods of time and fail to see any change | thay duoc bat ky su thay doi nao trong hoan %
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in our situation. We might even think that God
is distant or indifferent to our concerns. Or
maybe we start to think that he has more
important people and issues to deal with than
ours!

canh ciia minh. Tham chi ching ta c6 thé nghi
rang Chia xa cach hoic tho o vai nhitng méi
quan tdm cua ching ta. Hodc c6 thé ching ta
bat ddu nghi rang Ngai c6 nhiéu nguoi va van
dé quan trong can giai quyét hon chiing ta!
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Do khong phai 1a Chia. Ngai 1a Cha cua ching
ta va ching ta la con céi yéu dau cua Ngai.
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That’s not who God is. He is our Father, and
we are his beloved sons and daughters. He
hears us when we call out to him. In fact, he
knows our needs even before we tell him. And
not only does he listen to us when we pray; he
is also at work in our hearts. As we draw closer
to him by “pray[ing] always” (Luke 18:1), he
draws us to himself. Then, as our relationship
with him deepens, we experience just how
much he loves us, and that helps us to grow in
trust of his goodness and care for us.

So if you are feeling weary, let this widow in
today’s parable be your inspiration to persevere
in prayer. Whatever you’re struggling with,
believe that God hears you every time you turn
to him. And whether or not you receive the
answer you’re looking for, you can trust that he
is doing a work of transformation in your heart
that will last into eternity.

“Lord, | know that you always hear my
prayers. Help me to pray with faith in your
goodness and care for me.”

Ngai nghe thay ching ta khi ching ta kéu cau
Ngai. Trén thyc té, Ngai biét nhu ciu cua
ching ta ngay ca truéc khi chdng ta noi voéi
Ngai. Va Ngai khong chi ling nghe ching ta
khi chdng ta cau nguyén; Ngai ciing dang lam
viéc trong 16ng ching ta. Khi chung ta dén gan
Ngai hon bang cach “ciu nguyén ludn” (Lc
18,1), Ngai kéo ching ta dén voi Ngai. Sau do,
khi méi lién hé cua ching ta véi Ngai ngay
cang sau sic, chung ta cam nhan dugc Ngai
yéu chlng ta biét bao, va diéu dé giup chung ta
I6n 1én trong niém tin twéng vao long nhan
lanh va su quan tdm cua Ngai danh cho chdng
ta.

Vi vay, néu ban cam thay mét moi, hiay dé ba
g6a trong du ngdn hdm nay tré thanh ngudn
cam hang cho ban kién tri cau nguyén. DU ban
dang gdp kho khin gi, hdy tin rang Chda ludn
ling nghe ban m&i khi ban huéng vé Ngai. Va
cho du ban cé nhan dugc cau tra 161 ma ban
dang tim kiém hay khong, ban c6 thé tin tuéng
rang Ngai dang thuc hién cong viéc bién doi
tam 10ng ban va s& ton tai mai mai.

Lay Chia, con biét Chda luén nghe loi cau
nguyén caa con. Xin gidp con cau nguyén Vai
niém tin vao su tot 1anh cua Chta va cham soc
cho con.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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