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%« Thursday, November 16-2023. Week 32t Ordinary Time. Year A g%(‘
P %
%%?« | Téc gia: Don Schwager q f@‘
%q& Linh muc Phaol6 Vi bac Thanh, SDD. chuyen ngir b,
%@ Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/ g%(‘
§ =
dE5. | Thursday (November 16): The coming of | Thir Naim 16-11 Vuwong qudc cia %
® « Christ's kingdom DPirc Kito dang den %‘
gr C(gr
%‘ Scripture: Luke 17:20-25 Lc17,20-25 f%ji‘
2 Ji Ph u héi Plc Gié-su b )
( . . 20 Nguoi Pha-ri-séu hoi c Gié-su bao | &
%%‘ 20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the | g5 Trigy pai Thién Chia dén. Ngudi tra %5%:%
b kingdom of God was coming, he answered | jyj: "Trigy Pai Thién Chda khéng dén nhu| 3

ya
6‘5 them, "The kingdom of God is not coming with | mét diéu c6 thé quan sat duoc.2: Va ngudi %
« signs to be observed; 21 nor will they say, | ta s& khéng ndi: "O diy nay! hay "O kia %:(‘

& “Behold, here it is!" or "There!" for behold, the | kia! , vi nay Triéu Pai Thién Chua dang & a2
gﬂj& kingdom of God is in the midst of you." 22 And | giia cdc 6ng."2> RS Blc Gié-su ndi vdi @
7 he said to the disciples, "The days are coming | cdc mon dé: "S& dén thdi anh em mong | %

Vi

. o a - N @
b o 0 when you will desire to see one of the days of | ¥OC dudc thay mot trong nhiing ngay cua %(‘
the Son of man, and you will not see it. 23 And | €on Ngudi thoi, ma cing khong duoc | e
% they will say to you, "Behold, there!" or
(‘ "Behold, here!" Do not go, do not follow them.

thdy.>3 Ngudi ta sé bao anh em: "Ngudi & g‘%
kia kia! hay "Ngudi & day nay! Anh em ﬁ:i‘
=

?s& . . : dung di, diung chay theo.2a Vi anh chdp | %
= 24 For as the Ilghtnlng flashes and Ilghts up the chéi loa chiéu sang tir phuong trdi nay %
ol (‘ sky from one side to the other, so will the Son | 75, phuong trdi kia th& nado, thi Con (‘
? of man be in his day. 25 But first he must suffer | ng i ciing sé nhu vay trong ,ngéy cla ?
%,%« many things and be rejected by this generation. | Ngui. 25 Nhung trude dé, Ngudi phéi chiu @‘
B dau khG nhidu va bi thé hé nay loai bé. ®
&5 S
Zl =
L L

éf{R Meditat_ion: What can Iightni_ng j[ell us about | Suy ‘nié.m: Sam chép co thé ndi gi cho chung %
[%« the coming of the Lord and his kingdom? The | ta v€ viéc Chtia va vuong quoc cia Ngudi :&‘
%s& Jews is Jesus' time were watching in great | dén? Nguodi Do Thai & thoi Ptc Giésu dang | 9=

65 anticipation for some sign which would indicate | mong chd diu hiéu cho thay khi Pang Mésia %ﬁi
S (] when the Messiah would appear to establish the | xuét hién dé thiét 1ap vuong qudc Thién Chla. | =, ()
g"q kingdom of God. The Pharisees' question on | Cau héi cua nhiing nguoi Phariséu vé van dé C?%
y « this matter was intended to test Jesus since they | nay dat ra la d€ thir Chua Giésu, vi ho khong %‘
s did not accept him as the Messiah. Jesus | chap nhan Nguoi 1a Pang Mésia. Buc Giésu 7

surprised them with the answer that the | di lam cho ho ngac nhién véi cau tra loi rang %\ﬁ(‘
kingdom or reign of God was already here! | virong qudc hay triéu dai cia TChua di ¢ day | S
Jesus spoke of the coming of God's kingdom as | réi! Btc Giésu ndi vé viéc vuong qudc Thién %
both a present event and an event which would | Chua dén nhu vira 12 mot sy qkién o hién tai g&‘
be manifested at the end of time. vira la mot su kién sé dugc thé hién vao ngay
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The Day of Judgment and God's final verdict

The "Day of the Lord" was understood in the
Old Testament as the time when God would
manifest his glory and power and overthrow the
enemies of his people, Israel. The prophet
Amos declared that the "Day" also meant
judgment for Israel as well as the nations (Amos
5:18-20). The prophet Joel proclaimed that at
this "Day" those who truly repented would be
saved, while those who remained enemies of the
Lord, whether Jew or Gentile, would be
punished (see Joel 2).

Image of lightning and the sudden appearance
of Christ on Judgment Day

Why did Jesus associate lightning with the "Day
of the Lord"? In the arid climate of Palestine,
storms were infrequent and seasonal. They
often appeared suddenly or unexpectedly,
seemingly out of nowhere, covering everything
in thick darkness. With little or no warning
lightning filled the sky with its piercing flashes
of flaming light. Its power struck terror and awe
in those who tried to flee from its presence.
Jesus warned the Pharisees that the "Son of
man" (a title for the Messiah given in the Book
of Daniel 7:13-15) would come in like manner,
quite suddenly and unexpectedly, on the clouds
of heaven to bring God's judgment on the "Day
of the Lord". No special sign will be needed to
announce his appearance. Nor will his presence
and power be veiled or hidden, but all will
recognize him as clearly as the lightning in the
sky.

Jesus returns to judge the living and the dead

Jesus identified himself with the "Day of the
Lord." "Son of man" was understood as a
Messianic title for the one who would come not
only to establish God's kingdom but who would
come as Judge of the living as well as the dead.
Jesus points to his second coming when he will
return to complete the work of restoration and

Ngay phan xét va léi phan quyét cuai cung ciia TC

“Ngay ctia Chua" duoc hiéu trong Cyu Udc
nhu thoi gian khi Thién Chda biéu 16 vinh
quang va quyén lec caa minh, va lat d6 nhiing
ké thu cua dan Nguoi la Israel. Tién tri Amos
tuyén bd ring “ngay” ciing c6 nghia 13 su
phan xét ddi véi Israel ciing nhu d6i voi céc
dan toc (Am 5:18-20). Tién tri Joel tuyén bd
ring vao “ngdy” nay, nhiing ai thuc sy sam
héi s& dugc ciu do, trong khi nhiing ai van
con la ké thu cua Chua, du la nguoi Do Thai
hay dan ngoai, s¢ bi trirng phat (Ge 2).

Hinh dnh sdp chép va sw xudt hién bdt nge
cua Dirc Kitd vao ngay phan xét

Tai sao Duc Giésu két hop sap chop véi “Ngay
cua Chua”? Trong khi hau & vung Palestine,
nhitng con bio 6 rat it khi xay ra va chi xay ra
theo mua. Ching xuat hién bt ngo va khong c6
su chuan bi, duong nhu & khip noi, che pht moi
thir trong bong téi day dac. Véi it hoac khdng c6
canh bao sim chdp xuét hién trén bau troi voi
nhitng tia chép xuyén thiu cua anh sang ruc
chay. Sirc manh cua né gay kinh hoang va s¢
hai cho nhimg ngudi ¢ ging chay trén sy hién
dién cua n6. Pic Giésu da canh bdo nhing
ngudi Phariséu rang “Con Ngudi” (danh hiéu
danh cho Pang Mésia dugc ghi trong Sach
Panien 7:13-15) s& dén trong cung cach thic
nhu vay, kha bat ngo va dot xuit, trén nhing
dam may trén troi, mang téi sy phan xét cua
TChua vao “ngdy cua Chua”. Khong c6 diu
hiéu dic biét can thiét dé thong béo cho xuét
hién cia Nguoi. Khdong phai sy hién dién va
quyén lyc cia Ngudi s& duoc che phu hoic gidu
kin, nhung tat ca s& nhan ra Nguoi cach rd rang
nhu sdm chép trén bau troi.

DG tré \gi dé phan xét ké song va ké chét

Puc Giésu dong hda minh véi “ngay ciia Chiia”.
“Con Ngudi” duoc hiéu nhu 13 mét danh hiéu
cua Pang Mésia cho Pang s& dén, khong chi dé
thiét lap vuong qudc cua Thién Chua, nhung
con 1a Bang s& dén nhu vi Tham Phan ké séng
va ké chét. buc Giésu nhan manh dén lan dén
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final judgment. While we do not know the time | thir hai ctia minh, khi Nguoi s& tro lai ¢é hoan %

%{ of his return, we will not mistake it when it | tat cong viéc phuc hoi va s phan quyét cudi %
§$ happens. It will be apparent to all, both | cung. Mac du ching ta khdng bict ngay gio tré %‘

¢ believers and non-believers as well. lai cua Nguoi, chiing ta s& khong nham lan khi | 2
%{« né xay ra. N6 s& dugc thé hién rd rang véi tat ca %%i
90 | \When the Pharisees asked Jesus what sign | Moi ngudi, ca nhimg nguoi tin va khong tin. 9

GV . . " " @7
?@%5 would indicate the "Day of the Lord", Jesus | i nhang nguoi Phariseu hoi irc Giésu diu higu ?%(;
S replied that only one sign would _pomt to that | 5, 4& nhan biét “ngdy cua Chia”, Duc Giésu tra S
d&p, | day and that sign was Jesus himself. Jesus | | ring chi c6 mot déu higu bao hiéu ngay do, va | &5
® b | surprised the Jews of his time by announcing | dau hi¢u dé chinh la Chia Giésu. Ptrc Giésu da Q&‘
= that God's kingdom was already present among | lam cho ngudi Do Thai ngac nhién vé thoi gian %é%
% them in his very person - the Son of God sent | cia Nguoi bang cach théng bao rang nudc Thién ﬂ‘
9 from the Father to redeem the world from sin | Chua da ¢ gitta ho trong con nguoi that sy - Chla ?

?’ 7
9%%‘ and corruption. Con duge Chia Cha sai dén dé ciu chuge thé gioi | S0 6
()

® khoi toi 15i va huay diét.

. . . . 7
05 O Inggs [ EnielnielfBe) (I Eelets LAngeioiin = ek Hy vong ching ta bam chgf vao nwéc Chua — %
B « the passing kingdoms of this present world khong phai vieong quéc chong qua ¢ dai nay tee (‘
&5 o . | &=
i (‘ In the Lord Jesus we see both the power and | Trong Chua Giésu, ching ta thay quyen luc va @
?% the glory of God's kingdom. His divine power | vinh quang cua vwong quoc Thién Chia. Quyen | 9
g

of Satan and all who opposed God's rule) and | 101 (Vwong quoc cua Satan va nhing ai chong lai
su cai tri cua Thién Chia) va toi 1oi (cai huy hoai

r b - @
va thong tri tri 6c, tdm hon, va y chi con nguoi %%&‘
=

Vi

(‘ overthrew the powers of darkness (the kingdom | lyc cua Nguoi danh bai nhirng quyén lyc cua bong %(‘
3
s

g'%g sin (which corrupts and enslaves the human
%‘ mind, heart, and will to the forces of evil and

v wrongdoing). Jesus knew that the only way to [0 918 1) (U ST G Vérdiél} A9 D EIER |5,
g rongdoing Jesus K e o y yh biét rang con dudng duy nhat dé chién thang la %
%{j (‘ victory was through the cross. On that cross he | o5 cay thap gia. Tren thap gia iy, Ngudi da dinh | & (‘
7 defeated death and canceled the debt of our | p,j sy chét va hay bo mén no toi 13i cho chiing ta.

@ - o o S , {7
d R« sins. The victory of his cross opens the way for | chién thang thanh gia cia Ngudi mé duong cho %«
us to live as sons and daughters of God and | chung ta dé song nhu nhimg nguoi con cia Thién b%ig
%‘g citizens of his heavenly kingdom of peace, joy, | Chda va tré thanh cong dan cua vuong quoc binh ﬁ%
iﬁg(‘ and righteousness (moral goodness). Is your | an, niem vui, va cong chinh (su tot ve luan 1y) cua %tﬁ (‘
z hope and future securely anchored to God's | Thién Chia. Hy vong va tuong lai cua ban c6 bam | 7
%%« heavenly k|ngd0m’) chac vao vuong unC cua Thién Chua khﬁng'7 %«
o0

& . . ) Lay Buc Giésu Kito, cho gi vuong quéc cia Chiia | 5
%% (‘ Lord Jesus Chr_lst, may your kmgdom_ COME | tri @én va y cua Chia s& duoc thyuc hién dudi dat @@%%(‘
and may your will be done on earth as it is in cling nhu‘trén troi vay. Xin Chua hay la Déqg cai $
&t heaven. Be the Ruler of my heart and the | trj tam hon con, va la Chu cuge doi con, dé con %
(‘ Master of my life that | may always live in the | luén luén c6 thé song tu do trong tinh yéu va su %‘
freedom of your love and truth.” that cua Chua. ?R
!
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Kn 7, 22-8, 1 Wisdom 7:22-8:1

Con Pirc Khon Ngoan, ching gian ta nao thiang néi (Kn 7,30)

There are many synonyms for the word
“wisdom”: intelligence, prudence, insight, and
foresight, for example. But none of them quite
capture the depth and value of the word. Think
about it—it’s possible to be both intelligent and
evil, but have you ever heard of a person
described as both wise and evil? Probably not.

Being wise is about more than having a good
education or awesome skills. Wisdom is all
about goodness and virtue, about knowing
what is right and acting on it. That’s why
today’s first reading tells us that wickedness
will never prevail over wisdom (Wisdom 7:30).

Does this description of wisdom sound a little
familiar? The reading portrays wisdom as “a
spirit all-powerful, all-seeing” that
“penetrates and pervades all things by reason
of her purity” (Wisdom 7:22, 23, 24). Wisdom
is a person who “can do all things,” and who,
“passing into holy souls from age to age . . .
produces friends of God and prophets” (7:27).
That sounds a lot like the Holy Spirit, doesn’t
it? The truth is, what this ancient writer called
“wisdom,” we now understand to be God

himself dwelling in us through the Holy Spirit.

All this might bring to mind an image of God
that gives us a cozy, peaceful feeling, and to a
degree, it should. But God’s wisdom, the Holy
Spirit, is much more than that. Jesus also
revealed him to be the “Spirit of truth” (John
15:26)—God’s active presence in us, who

C6 nhiéu tir ddng nghia véi tir “khon ngoan™:
vi du nhu théng minh, than trong, sng subt va
tam nhin xa. Nhung khong c6 tir ndo trong d6
nam bét dugc chidu sau va gié tri caa tir nay.
Hay nghi ma xem - ¢d thé vira thdng minh vira
Xau xa, nhung ban d bao gid nghe ndi vé mot
ngudi duoc mo ta 1a vira khdn ngoan vira xau
xa chura? Chac 1a khéng.

Tro nén khdn ngoan khong chi 1a c6 mot nén
gido duc tét hoac nhitng ki nang tuyét voi. Tri
tué 1a tit ca vé long tét va dac hanh, vé viéc
biét diéu gi 1a dung va hanh dong theo diéu do.
D6 1a 1y do tai sao bai doc thir nhat hém nay
cho ching ta biét rang sy ac s& khong bao gio
thang duoc sy khon ngoan (Kn 7,30).

M6 ta vé su khdn ngoan nay nghe ¢ vé hoi
quen thuoc phai khong? Bai doc miéu ta su
khon ngoan nhu “mét tinh than... toan ning,
thau su6t” “tham nhap va lan toa van vat nho
su thanh khiét caa n6” (Kn 7,22-23, 24). Khon
ngoan la nguoi “co thé 1am duogc moi su” va la
ngudi “di vao cac tim hon thanh thién tir doi
nay sang doi khac... tao ra nhirng nguoi ban
caa Thién Chua va c&c nha tién tri” (7,27).
Diéu d6 nghe rat gibng Chia Thanh Than phai
khong? Sy that 1a diéu ma tac gia cd dai nay
goi 1a “khon ngoan”, gio day chung ta hicu la
chinh Thién Chua ngu trong ching ta qua Chua
Thénh Than.

Tat ca nhimng diéu nay cd thé goi dén trong tam
tri chiing ta mot hinh anh vé Thién Chtia mang
lai cho chding ta cam giac 4m cdng, binh an, va
& mot mic do nao do, didu d6 phai nhu vay.
Nhung sy khon ngoan cua Thién Chuaa, Chua
Thanh Than, con hon thé nita. Chla Giésu
cling tiét 16 Ngai 1a “Than Khi sy that” (Ga
15,26) - su hién dién tich cuc cua Thién Chla
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works to challenge our preconceived notions | trong chung ta, Dbang hoat dong dé thach tharc g&‘
?%{ and who urges us to live in obedience to God’s | nhiing dinh kién ciia chiing ta va 1a Pang thic %
(‘ commands. That’s what makes us wise! giuc ching ta song vang phuc cac ménh 1¢nh %
%« cua Thién Chua. Bo 1a dieu khien chdng ta

: &
khén ngoan! g%&‘
%@ Su khon ngoan khong chi dén tir Thién Chua - %é%&‘

) Wisdom doesn’t just come from God—wisdom | sy khdn ngoan la Thién Chua luon bién doi >
g is God always working to transform us and to | ching ta va uon nan chung ta theo hinh anh cua %
Qﬂ‘ mold us into his image. The Spirit teaches you | Ngai. Thanh Than day ban va thanh tay ban %‘
g and purifies you in so many ways, whether it’s | bang nhiéu cach, qua mot bai doc Kinh Thanh %é%

through the grace to handle a difficult situation, | huéng kho khin, hodc qua guong sang cua Cac ?
or through the example of saints in heaven and | thanh trén troi va dudi dat. Ban c6 thé biét va %%%
) on earth. You can know and develop a |phat trién mdi twong quan voi Pang Khon g&‘
RS relationship with this divine Wisdom, who is | ngoan thiéng liéng nay, chinh la Thién Chta! %
%‘:2(‘ God himself! So if you want wisdom, yield | Vi vay, néu ban muon c6 sy khén ngoan, hay %:(‘

qr
% through a Scripture reading that speaks to you, | n6i véi ban, qua an sung dé xir ly mét tinh ﬂ‘
S

’%Q your heart to the Spirit in every challenging | suy phuc long minh truéc Thanh Linh trong gg

! (‘ situation. Then wickedness will not prevail | moi tinh huong thir thach. Thé thi su gian ac sé @

<0 | over you! khéng thing dwoc ban! 9

& &
(‘ “Holy Spirit, Wisdom of God, lead me in your | Lay Chta Thanh Than, Su Khoén Ngoan cua | s (‘

g’%@ ways today!” Thién Chua, xin dan con di trén con duodng cua

Eﬂj&‘ Chula hdm nay! %@‘
gwq &7 R
0 2

N Lc 17, 20-25 =
@‘ Nuweoc Thién Chla ¢ giita cac ngwoi (Lc 17, 21) g%i‘
sy The Kingdom of God is among you. (Luke 17:21) g’vq
58 L

% - - = - TR A ~ ” g" q
(‘ You can imagine one of the Pharisees saying to | Ban c6 thé twong twong mot trong nhimg ngudi «
another, “Wait! Is Jesus saying that the | Phariséu noi véi nguoi khac rang: “Cho da! Co é;i

%R kingdom of God is already here? What ab_out phai Chla Giésu ndi r:fmg nuGe '_I'hién Chua %%
S (‘ the Romans? We’re still an occupied nation. | dang & déy khong? Thé con ngudi La Ma :[hi S (‘
6{'3 This sure dpesn’t feel like the klngdom of 5610? Chyng tEil Van¢la mPt quéf: gia bi chiem %ér%

(‘ God!” Looking around at our world, we might | dong. Day chac chan khong giong nhu vuong Z&‘
9 come to a similar conclusion. But the kingdom | quéc cta Thién Chtia!” Hay nhin xung quanh | 9

of God is not about a location or even the | thé gidi cia chung ta, chung ta ciing c6 thé di %%j\ﬁ(‘
regime in power; it’s about a new way of | dén mot két luan twong tu. Nhung vuong quoc | =

~
g
&

RS relating to one another that brings healing and | cua Thién Chla khong phai la mot dia diém %
- « freedom. hay tham chi la mot che d6 cam quyén; nhung g&‘
7 dé 1la vé mot cach thiec maoi dé lién két voi o=
nhau mang lai su chira lanh va tu do. %&’jﬁ(‘
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Trong suét s vu cua Chia Giésu, Ngai khong
chi n6i vé vuong qudc cua Thién Chia. Ngai
cling thé hién diéu d6 khi Ngai chic phic, yéu
thuong, tha tha, chira lanh va phuc vu nhirng
ngudi ma Ngai dang nédi chuyén. Cudc sdng
cua chinh Ngai da thé hién vuong qudc cua
Chua: Ngai khong giir bat ky méi han tha, hay

Throughout Jesus’ ministry, he didn’t just talk
about the kingdom of God. He also
demonstrated it as he blessed, loved, forgave,
healed, and served the people he was speaking
to. His own life demonstrated the kingdom: he

S didn’t hold any grudges, put on airs, or

distance himself from the poor and the needy.
In fact, he went out of his way to welcome
them and show them God’s mercy. He also
taught about this way of relating through
parables that highlighted forgiveness over

cit dat mot mdi quan hé ndo, hay tao khoang
cach voi nguoi nghéo va nhitng nguoi khén
kho. Trén thyc té, Ngai da di ra dé chao d6n ho
va cho ho thdy long thuong xo6t cta Thién
Chua. Ngai ciing day vé cach lién hé nay thong

i%&‘
i%&‘
%%&‘

qua cac cau chuyén du ngdn nhan manh su tha ?

d vengeance and service over being served. thr ddi voi su bao thi va su phuc vu hon 1a %%(‘
?R duogc phuc vu. %
g ) | &
%5:2(‘ e T nhin lai cac méi quan h¢ cia ban. Co thé g%(‘
o= ae o 00k At your reiallonsiups. TIET® 18 1 co nhiéu cach thire dé nuoc Thign Chia o gitra o
Lo () ey Oht. © Kinodom o0f Goc 1 YU | ban hon ban nghi! M8i lin ban ghé tai thong %ﬁ&‘
S | midst than you think! Every time you lend a | cin, g ngudi can néi chuyén, mdi lan ban | $

& sympathetic ear to someone who needs to talk,
every time you help with the cleaning, every
time you serve in your parish, the kingdom of
God is there. Whenever you pray, it is there.
It’s present in every situation in which you
choose to love the people around you, even
when they’re not being particularly lovable.

gitp don dep, mdi lan ban phuc vu trong gido
Xt cua ban, nugc Thién Chuaa dang ¢ d6. Bat
ctr khi nao ban cau nguyén, né ¢ d6. N6 hién
dién trong moi tinh huéng ma ban chon yéu
nhirng nguoi xung quanh minh, ngay ca khi ho
khong phai la nguoi dac biét dang yéu.

ks
(
()
e

Diéu d6 that dang khich 1¢, phai khong? Vuong

9 . . 4 g0 5 v |
That’s encouraging, isn’t it? The kingdom of quéc ciia Thién Chiia dang & giira ban!

God is among you!

yi
TS : : S
éj (5 Today, think about how you can bring the | HOm nay, hay nghi vé cach ban c6 thé dua %tj (]
z vuong quoc cua Thién Chuda vao trong mot moi

kingdom of God into just one relationship.
Look for an opportunity to encourage
someone, to forgive, or to be an instrument of

quan hé. Hay tim co hoi dé khuyén khich ai do,
tha thur hoac tré thanh cong cu cho su hién dién
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5(‘ God’s presence. It doesn’t have to be dramatic | €42 Th'?n CAhuaA: No lfhong Carl_phall quqa ?n %%i(‘
‘? and life changing. It just has to be upbuilding 210”9 va %UOC Soﬂgkrllgon g}a}rfl doi. N6 Chlé}an ©
I and life affirming. You are a citizen of God’s UQC Xay | L-”Ig va ) ang dinnh cuoc \Sof‘g', an %
5 () kingdom and an ambassador for Christ. That | 1& €ONg dan cia nuéc Thién Chia va la si gia %‘
@”R means that you can bring his presence cho buc Kitd. Piéu do c6 nghia 1a ban co the ?R
. A P 3 \ - , - Q
| wherever you go. You can make a difference! mang theo su hi¢n dién cua Ngai moi lic moi %“
) noi. Ban c0 thé 1am nén diéu khac biét! =
=% ot oo o | 0
9 O | you, Lord, for making me a citizen of | Cdm on Chiia da cho con tro thanh cong dan é&‘

cua nwoc Chia. Xin Chda lam cho con tro
thanh mgt phac lanh cho nhizng nguoi ma con
sé gap trong ngay hém nay.

your kingdom. Empower me to be a blessing to
everyone | meet today. ”
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