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- a Samaritan leper in company with nine
Jewish lepers. Sometimes adversity forces
people to drop their barriers or to forget their
prejudices. When this band of Jewish and
Samaritan lepers saw Jesus they made a bold
request. They didn't ask for healing, but instead
asked for mercy.

heartfelt another's

Mercy is sorrow at

misfortune

The word mercy literally means "sorrowful at
heart". But mercy is something more than
compassion, or heartfelt sorrow at another's
misery and misfortune. Compassion empathizes
with the sufferer. But mercy goes further - it
removes suffering. A merciful person shares in
another's misfortune and suffering as if it were
his or her own. And such a person will do
everything in his or her power to dispel that
misery.

Mercy is also connected with justice. Thomas
Aquinas (1225-1274), a great teacher and
scripture scholar, said that mercy "does not
destroy justice, but is a certain kind of
fulfillment of justice. ..Mercy without justice is
the mother of dissolution; (and) justice without
mercy is cruelty." Mercy.."moves us to do what
we can do to help the other." Mercy seeks to
remedy the weakness of others, and where sin is
involved to lead others to recognize their need
for repentance and turning away from
wrongdoing. Pardon without repentance negates
justice.

God’'s mercy brings healing of mind, heart,
and body

So what is the significance of these ten lepers
asking Jesus to show them mercy? They know
they are in need of healing, not just physical,
but spiritual healing as well. They approach
Jesus with faith and with sorrow for their sins
because they believe that he can release the
burden of their guilt and suffering and restore

chin nguoi cui nguoi Do Thai. D6i khi nghich
canh ép budc ching ta bubng tha nhing
chuéng ngai caa minh, hodc dé quén di nhiing
thanh kién cua minh. Khi nhimg nguoi cli
nhin thay Bac Giésu, ho di thuc hién mot yéu
cau tao bao. Ho khéng cau xin cho duoc chira
bénh, nhung cau xin long thuong xo6t.

Thwong xot la dau don twr coi long truoéc sw
bat hanh ciia nguwoi khac

Han tir thirong xot nghia den 1a “phién mugn trong
Iong”. Nhung long thuong x4t 1a cai gi con hon ca
long trac an, hay phién mudn chan thanh vé su bat
hanh cia ngudi khac. Long tric 4n thuong cam
v6i nguoi dau khd. Nhung long thuong x6t di xa
hon, n6 s& cat di su dau khd. Mot nguoi ¢d long
thuong xo6t chia sé sy bat hanh va dau khé cua
ngudi khac nhu thé n6 1a caa riéng minh. Va ho s&
lam moi thtr trong kha nang ctia minh dé xua dudi
su dau kho do.

Long thuong x6t ciing dugc ndi két véi cong ly.
Thanh Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), mét giao
su 16i lac va nha nghién citu Kinh thanh cho
rang long thuong xot “khong tiéu diét cong ly,
nhung la sy thi hanh cong ly... Long thiwong xot
ma khdng cé cong ly 1a me cua si phan huy; va
cong Iy ma khong co long thuong xot la tan dc”.
Long thwong xot “thiic day chung ta lam nhizng
gi ching ta c6 thé lam dé giip nguoi khac”.
Long thuong x6t tim hoa giai sy yéu dudi cua
ngudi khac, va & dau co toi 16i thi dan ho t6i sy
nhan ra sy can thiét phai sam hi va tir bo nhiing
viéc 1am sai trai. Tha thir ma khéng c6 hdi han
Ia pht nhan céng ly.

Long thwong x6t ciia TC dem lai sy chira lanh
cho tri 6c, tdm hon, va than xac

Vi vdy, y nghia ciia muoi nguoi phung cau xin
long thuong x4t 1a gi? Ho biét ho dang can chira
bénh, khong chi vé phan thé 1y, nhung con vé
phan thiéng liéng nira. Ho dén gan voi Puc
Giésu long théng héi va duc tin, vi ho tin rang
Nguoi ¢6 thé go bo ganh nang toi 16i va dau kho
va phuc hoi cho than xac va tam hon. Yéu cau
cua ho cho long thuong x6t vira 1a sy cau xin
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presumption. How often have we been | Nhau, kiéu ngao va ngao man. Ching fa c6 | %

% ungrateful to our parents, pastors, teachers, and | thuong v6 on véi cha me, cha xi, cac giao %
{0 neighbors? Do you express gratitude to God for | Vién, va hang xom cua ching ta khong? Ban %2&‘

%‘g his abundant help and mercy towards you and | €0 bay to long bict on doi véi Thién Chua vé éé@%
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Lc17,11-19 Luke 17:11-19
Con chin ngwoi Kia dau? (Lc 17,17)

Why was Jesus so disappointed that nine out of
the ten men he had cured of leprosy didn’t
return to thank him? Jesus certainly didn’t need
their gratitude. Perhaps it was because he had
something more to give them, something
beyond a physical healing. By failing to go
back and thank Jesus, these men didn’t have a
chance to receive these blessings.

On the other hand, by returning to him, the
Samaritan man had the privilege of a one-on-
one encounter with Jesus. His act of worship—
falling at the feet of the Lord—and his words
of gratitude opened the door for Jesus to heal
him on a deeper level. Perhaps through his
time with the Lord, this man experienced just
how much God loved him. That could have led
to a greater trust in God and a greater desire to
pray or worship him. Any bitterness or
resentment he may have been harboring toward
God because of his leprosy must have left him
as well.

But whatever happened in the Samaritan’s
heart that day, we know that he left Jesus a
changed man, healed not only physically but
also spiritually. Jesus confirms this by telling
him, “Stand up and go; your faith has saved
you” (Luke 17:19).

Gratitude to God changes us as well. That’s
because when we come to the Lord in worship
and thanksgiving, we are opening our hearts to
him so that he can work in us in profound

Tai sao Chua Giésu lai that vong dén thé khi
chin trong s6 muoi ngudi dugc Ngai chira khoi
bénh cui khong quay lai cam on Ngai? Chua
Giésu chic chan khéng can long biét on cua
ho. C6 I& d6 1a vi Ngai con c6 tha gi d6 nhiéu
hon dé cho ho, thir gi d6 ngoai kha ning chira
lanh thé xac. Vi khdng quay lai ta on Chua
Giésu, nhiing nguoi nay da khong c6 co hoi
nhan dugc nhirg phudc lanh nay.

Mat khéc, khi trd lai vai Ngai, ngudi Samaria
c6 dic an duoc gap gd truc tiép véi Chua
Giésu. Hanh dong tho phuong cua anh — quy
dudi chan Chua — va nhirng 16i ta on cta anh
da m¢ ra canh ctra cho Chua Giésu chira lanh
anh & mirc do sau sic hon. Co 1& qua thoi gian
0 voi Chiia, nguoi dan 6ng nay da trai nghiém
dugc Chua yéu thuong ong biét bao. Dicu d6
c6 thé dan dén niém tin cay I6n hon vao Chua
va mong mudn cau nguyén hoic tho phuong
Ngai nhiéu hon. Bat ky su cay dang hay oan
gian nao ma 6ng c6 thé da chat chaa doi véi
Thién Chia vi bénh cli cia minh chic han
cling da roi bo 6ng.

Nhung bat ké diéu gi xay ra trong long nguoi
Samaria ngay hom d6, chiing ta biét rang dng
da dé lai cho Chla Giésu mot con nguoi di
thay d6i, duoc chita lanh khong chi vé thé xac
ma con vé tam hon. Chida Giésu xac nhan diéu
nay bang cach ndi véi ong: “Hay ding day va
di; dac tin cua anh da ctru anh” (Lc 17,19).

Long biét on Chiia ciing thay doi chung ta. Do
la boi vi khi ching ta dén voi Chua dé tho
phuong va ta on, ching ta dang m¢ long don
nhan Ngai dé Ngai c6 thé hanh dong trong
ching ta mot cach sau sic. Qua nhiing cudc
gap g truc tiép ndy, Chia Giésu mac khai tinh
yéu va long thuong xo6t cao ca cua Ngai danh
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ways. Through these one-on-one encounters,
Jesus reveals his great love and mercy for us.
He helps us let go of fear, anxiety, and doubt.
Any bitterness or resentment that we might
have been feeling toward him begins to melt in
his presence. Our times of thanksgiving also
humble us as we realize all that God has done
for us. In all these ways, our gratitude to God
leads to healing and spiritual growth, just as it
did for the Samaritan.

Today, let’s be like this man who took the time
to run back to Jesus. Let’s set aside all that we
have to do and first thank him for all he has
done for us. May he say to us as he said to this
man, “Go; your faith has saved you!”

“Jesus, my heart overflows with thanksgiving
and praise for your great love and mercy. Help
me to live in gratitude each day.”

cho chdng ta. Ngai gilip chiing ta budng bé ndi
so héi, lo ling va nghi ngo. Bat ky su cay ding
hay 04n gian nao ma ching ta c6 thé cam thay
d6i v6i Ngai déu bat dau tan bién khi cd su
hién dién cuaa Ngai. Nhitng lic ta on cling
khién chiing ta khiém nhuong khi nhan ra tat
ca nhirng gi Thién Chaa da lam cho ching ta.
Bang tat ca nhiing cach nay, long biét on cua
chung ta dbi voi Thién Chla s& dan dén su
chita lanh va tang truong tdm linh, gidng nhu
diéu da xay ra véi ngudi Samaria.

Hom nay, ching ta hdy gidng nhu ngudi dan
ong nay da danh thoi gian chay vé voi Chua
Giésu. Hay gac lai tat ca nhitng gi ching ta
phai lam va trudc tién hdy cam on anh 4y vi tat
ca nhitng gi Ngai da lam cho chung ta. Udc
mong Ngai ciing noi véi ching ta nhu da noi
V6i nguoi dan 6ng nay: “Hay di; dac tin cua
con da ctu con!”

Lay Chua Giésu, trai tim con tran ngap loi ta
on va ca ngoi vi tinh yéu va long thuong x6t
cao ca cia Chla. Xin gilp con song véi long
biét on mdi ngay.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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