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Lc 17, 1-6 Luke 17:1-6

Néu anh em cé dirc tin bang hat cai... (Lc 17,6)

We all know what a lever is: a long stick or a
rod used to pry or move something heavy. The
ancient Egyptians and Greeks were the first to
discover that by exerting only a small force at
one end of a lever, they could move a large
object at the other end. But in order to do this,
the lever requires an immovable point to pivot
upon—a fulcrum. The Greek philosopher
Archimedes described using a fulcrum this
way: “Had we a place to stand upon, we could
even raise the earth.”

This image of a lever and fulcrum can help us
understand what Jesus says about faith in
today’s Gospel reading. He tells his disciples
that a rather small force—"“faith the size of a
mustard seed”—is enough to move a mulberry
tree. Mulberry trees have very deep roots and
can grow to be as tall as seventy feet. That
makes them awfully hard to uproot! But Jesus
is saying that the “lever” of our faith doesn’t
have to be large at all to move such a massive
tree. It just has to rest on something firm. And
that firm rock is Jesus!

It can be easy to read this passage and
conclude that if only our faith were stronger,
we would be able to do just about anything. All
the “mulberry trees” in our lives would literally
fly into the sea! But that’s missing the fact that
our faith is only the lever. We need to be
founded firmly on Jesus—on his wisdom, his
will, and his plan for our lives. We can’t
“believe” our way into something that God
doesn’t want for us!

Tat ca ching ta déu biét don bay la gi: mot cay
gay dai hay mot cay gay dung dé cay hoic di
chuyén mot vat nang. Nguoi Ai Cap va Hy Lap
c6 dai l1a nhitng nguoi dau tién phat hién ra
rang chi can tac dung mét lec nhoé vao mot dau
ctua don bay, ho c6 thé di chuyén mot vat thé
I6n & dau kia. Nhung dé 1am dugc didu nay,
don bay can c6 mot diém cb dinh dé xoay —
mot diém tya. Triét gia Hy Lap Archimedes da
mo ta viéc sir dung diém tya nhu thé nay: “Néu
ching ta c6 mot diém twa, ching ta tham chi co
thé nang trai dat 1én”.

Hinh anh don bay va diém tua nay c6 thé giup
ching ta hiéu nhitng gi Chuia Giésu noi vé duc
tin trong bai Tin Mung hém nay. Ngai néi vai
cac mon dé rang mot luc kha nho - “dic tin chi
bang hat cai” - cling du dé chuyén maot cay dau.
Cay dau co ré rat sau va cd thé cao tai 70 feet.
Diéu d6 1am cho viéc nhé chlng tré nén cuc ky
kho khin! Nhung Chua Giésu dang noi rang
“don bay” duc tin ctia ching ta khdng can phai
I6n nhu thé nao dé c6 thé di chuyén mot cai
cay to 16n nhu vay. N6 chi can tya vao mot céi
gi d6 viing chic. Va tang da viing chic do
chinh la Chia Giésu!

C6 thé dé dang doc doan vin nay va két luan
rang néu duc tin cua ching ta manh mé hon thi
ching ta s& c6 thé 1am duoc bat cir diéu gi. Tat
ca “cay dau” trong doi ching ta s& bay xudng
bién theo dung nghia den! Nhung diéu d6 con
thiéu sy that rang niém tin cua ching ta chi la
don bay. Chlng ta can dat nén tang viing chic
trén Chla Giésu — trén sy khon ngoan, y mudn
va ké hoach cua Ngai danh cho cudc doi ching
ta. Chang ta khdng thé “tin” vao diéu ma Chua
khéng mudn cho ching ta!

Diéu quan trong, cling nhu trong moi Viéc, 1a
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(‘ The key, as in all things, is to stay connected to | ludn két hiép véi Chua. Khi d6 chung ta c6 thé g&‘
% the Lord. Then we can move all the things that | di chuyén tat ca nhiing thi can di chuyén trong %
(‘ need to be moved in our lives. Are you | cugc song cua minh. Ban c6 dang vat 1on vai %
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= Ngai l6n hon bat ky cay dau nao trén the gidi %é%
ﬁi’i‘ rt nhiéu! %@g‘
L5, “Lord, teach me to surrender to your will, even | Lay Cha, xin day con biét suy phuc y mudn %é%
ﬁﬁ‘ as I trust in your mighty power!” caa Chua, ngay ca khi con tin cay vao suc g&‘
g manh toan nang cua Chual €
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