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more love than myself as you are greater than I,
for whom you gave yourself and to whom you
promised yourself. | pray you, Lord, make me
taste by love what | taste by knowledge; let me
know by love what | know by understanding. |
owe you more than my whole self, but | have no
more, and by myself | cannot render the whole
of it to you. Draw me to you, Lord, in the
fullness of love. I am wholly yours by creation;
make me all yours, too, in love." (prayer of
Anselm, 1033-1109 AD)

yéu chinh minh, giong nhu Chua cao trong hon
con. Vi con Chua da ban chinh minh, va vi con
Chua da hua ban chinh Chua. Lay Chda, con
cau xin Chua cho con duoc cam nghiém bang
tinh yéu nhitng gi con cam nghiém bang su
nhan biét; xin cho con nhan biét bang tinh yéu
nhitng gi con nhan biét bang tri hiéu. Con mic
no Chua hon ca toan than con, nhung con chang
c6 gi nira, va chinh con, con ciing khong thé dap
tra nd tron ven cho Chda. Lay Chda, xin kéo
con dén véi Chla trong tinh yéu. (Ioi cau
nguyén cua Anselm, 1033-1109).
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Mt 22, 15-21 Matthew 22:15-21

Hay tra cho Xésa nhirng gi thudc vé Xésa, hay tra cho Thién Chia nhirng gi thugc vé Thién

Chua (Mt 22,21)

In first-century Palestine, taxes were a painful
reminder that God’s people were living under
the oppressive rule of a foreign power. So
when the Pharisees “plotted how they might
entrap Jesus in speech” (Matthew 22:15), the
hot-button topic of taxation seemed like a
clever strategy. If Jesus supported paying taxes,
he would come across as disloyal to the Jews.
If he opposed it, he could be accused of
rebelling against Rome.

Jesus’ reply makes an important point for both
first-century Jews and for us today: we can,
and should, meet both our civic and religious
obligations. What “belongs to Caesar”
(Matthew 22:21)? In other words, what are our
civic duties? According to the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, “It is the duty of citizens to
contribute . . . to the good of society in a spirit
of truth, justice, solidarity, and freedom”
(2239). This includes a moral obligation “to
pay taxes, to exercise the right to vote, and to
defend one’s country” (2240).

O Palestine vao thé ky tha nhat, thué mé la mot
l6i nhiac nho dau don rang dan Thién Chua
dang song dudi su cai tri 4p buc cua mot thé
luc ngoai bang. Vi vay, khi nguoi Phariséu
“muu ké gai biy Chua Giésu trong loi noi” (Mt
22,15), cha d& nong hoi vé thué khoa dudng
nhu 1a mét chién lugc thdng minh. Néu Chua
Giésu ung ho viéc nop thué, Ngai s& bi coi la
khong trung thanh véi nguoi Do Théi. Néu
Ngai phan doi, Ngai c6 thé bi bugc toi noi day
chéng lai Rome.

Cau tra loi cua Chia Giésu cho thay mot diém
quan trong d6i voi ca ngudi Do Thai vao thé
Ky thtr nhat Ian ching ta ngay nay: ching ta c6
thé va nén thuc hién cac nghia vu céng dan va
t6n gido ciia minh. Picu gi “thudc vé Xésa”
(Mt 22,21)? NOi cach khac, nghia vy cong dan
cua ching ta la gi? Theo Giéo ly cua Giao hoi
Cong gido, “P6 1a nghia vu caa cong dan dé
dong gop... vi loi ich cta x& hoi trong tinh
than chan Iy, cong bang, lién d6i va tu do”
(2239). Piéu nay bao gém nghia vy dao duc
“dong thué, thuc hién quyén bau ctr va bao vé
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What about our religious obligations? What
exactly “belongs to God” (Matthew 22:21)?
Our entire selves! Regardless of nationality or
citizenship, we are all made in the image of the
living God (Genesis 1:26-27). So while we pay
our taxes and cast our vote to fulfill our
political obligations, we give to God what
belongs to him—and that involves the
surrender of our entire lives.

Participating wholeheartedly at Mass is a
wonderful way to offer to God what belongs to
him. Today, as you set aside other activities to
listen to the word of God and receive Jesus in
the Eucharist, reflect on what he has given you.
Then invite him to show you how to surrender
to him even more—of your time, treasure,
dreams, and of all the people you hold dear.

“Lord, I entrust my whole life to you.”

dat nudc caa minh” (2240).

Con vé nghia vu t6n gido cua ching ta thi sao?
Chinh xac thi diéu gi “thudc vé Thién Chua”
(Mt 22,21)? Toan bo ban than cua chdng ta!
Bat ké quéc gia hay cong dan nao, tat ca ching
ta déu duoc tao dyng theo hinh anh cua Thién
Chda hang séng (St 1,26-27). Vi vay, trong khi
dong thué va bo phiéu d@é thuc hién cac nghia
vu chinh tri caa minh, ching ta dang cho Thién
Chua nhitng gi thuoc vé Ngai - va didu d6 bao
ham su dau phuc ca cudc doi ching ta.

Hét long tham du Thanh L& 14 mot cach tuyét
voi dé dang I1én Thién Chla nhiing gi thudc vé
Ngai. Hom nay, khi ban géc lai cac hoat dong
khac dé ling nghe Loi Chua va ruéc Chla
Giésu trong Bi tich Thanh Thé, hay suy gim vé
nhitng gi Ngai da ban cho ban. Sau d6, moi
Ngai chi cho ban cach dau phuc Ngai nhiéu
hon nira - thoi gian, kho bau, wéc mo cua ban
va tat ca nhitng ngudi ban yéu quy.

Lay Chua, con phé thac ca cugc doi con cho
Chua.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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