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Thir Sau, 20-10-2023. Tuan 28 Thwong Nién - Nim A
Friday, October 20-2023. Week 28" Ordinary Time. Year A

Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Friday (October 20): Do not fear those who
kill the body™

Scripture: Luke 12:1-7

1 In the meantime, when so many thousands of
the multitude had gathered together that they trod
upon one another, he began to say to his disciples
first, "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is covered up that
will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be
known. 3 Therefore whatever you have said in
the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you
have whispered in private rooms shall be
proclaimed upon the housetops. 4 "I tell you, my
friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can do. 5 But |
will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after
he has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I
tell you, fear him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold
for two pennies? And not one of them is
forgotten before God. 7 Why, even the hairs of
your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of
more value than many sparrows.

Thir Sau  20-10
ké chi giet dwegc than xac

Pirng s¢ nhirng

Lc12,1-7

1 Trong luc 8y, dam déng tu hop hang van
ngudi, d@én ndi gidm 1én nhau. B8y gid Puc
Gié-su bt déu ndi, trudc hét la vdbi céc
moén dé: "Anh em phai coi chtrng men Pha-
ri-séu, tuc la théi dao duc gia.> Khong co
gl che gidu ma sé khéng bij 16 ra, khéng co
gi bi mat ma ngudi ta sé khong biét.z Vi
thé, tat ca nhing gi anh em néi luc dém
hém, sé dudc nghe gilra ban ngay; va diéu
anh em ri tai trong buéng kin, sé duogc
céng bé trén mai nha.4 "Thady ndi cho anh
em la ban hitu cua Thay dudc biét: Anh em
ding so nhirng ké giét thdn xac, ma sau
dé khéng lam gi hon dugc nifa.s Thay sé
chi cho anh em biét phai sg ai: hdy sg
béng da giét roi, lai co quyén ném vao hoa
nguc. That vay, Thay ndi cho anh em biét:
anh em hay sg bang &y.s Ndm con chim sé
chi ban dugc hai hao, phai khéng? Thé ma
khéng mot con nao bi bé quén trudc mat
Thién Chua.; Ngay dén toc trén dau anh
em cing dugc dém ca roi. Anh em dung
sg, anh em con quy gia hon mudén van
chim sé.

Meditation: What does leaven have to do
with hypocrisy? To the Jews leaven was a sign of
evil. It was a piece of dough from left-over bread
which fermented. Fermentation was associated
with decay and rotting - the state of foul-smelling
decomposition. Why did Jesus warn his disciples
to avoid the ways of the Pharisees? The
Pharisees wanted everyone to recognize that they
were pious and good Jews because they
meticulously and scrupulously performed their

Suy niém: Men c6 méi quan hé gi Véi su gid
hinh? D46i véi nguoi Dothai, men 1a dau higu
cua su dir. N6 12 mot miéng bot mi con thira da
day men. Sy I&n men gan lién véi su théi rira
va muc nat - tinh trang caa sy phan hiy co mui
héi thi. Tai sao Duc Giésu canh bao cac mén
dé phai xa tranh nhitng duong 16i cua nhiing
ngudi Phariséu? Nhitng ngudi Phariséu mudn
moi nguoi nhan biét rang ho Ia nhimg nguoi
Dothai thanh thién va tt lanh, bai vi ho tuan
giir 1& luat Chla céch ti mi va tuyét dbi. DBuc
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religious duties. Jesus turned the table on them
by declaring that outward appearance doesn't
always match the inward intentions of the heart.
Anyone can display outward signs of goodness
while inwardly harboring evil thoughts and
intentions.

God's light exposes darkness and transforms
our minds and hearts

The word hypocrite means actor - someone who
pretends to be what he or she is not. But who can
truly be good, but God alone? Hypocrisy thrives
on making a good appearance and masking what
they don't want others to see. The good news is
that God's light exposes the darkness of evil and
sin in our hearts, even the sin which is unknown
to us. And God's light transforms our hearts and
minds and enables us to overcome hatred with
love, pride with humility, and pretense with
integrity and truthfulness. God gives grace to the
humble and contrite of heart to enable us to
overcome the leaven of insincerity and hypocrisy
in our lives.

Godly fear draws us to God's love and truth

What does fear have to do with the kingdom of
God? Fear is a powerful force. It can lead us to
panic and flight or it can spur us to faith and
action. The fear of God is the antidote to the fear
of losing one's life. "l sought the Lord, and he
answered me, and delivered me from all my
fears... O fear the Lord, you his saints, for those
who fear him have no want! ..Come, O sons,
listen to me, | will teach you the fear of the
Lord." (Psalm 34:4,9,11)

What is godly fear? It is reverence for the One
who made us in love and who sustains us in
mercy and kindness. The greatest injury or loss
which we can experience is not physical but
spiritual - the loss of one's soul and life to the
power of hell. A healthy fear of God leads to
spiritual maturity, wisdom, and right judgment
and it frees us from the tyranny of sinful pride,

Giésu dao nguoc tinh thé bang viéc tuyén bd
rang dang vé bé ngoai khong ludn ludn phu
hop véi nhimg y dinh bén trong cua tam hon.
Ai ciing c6 thé tao dang vé bén ngoai tdt lanh,
trong khi bén trong chira day nhiing tu tuéng
va y dinh x4u xa.

Anh séng ciia Thién Chta vach tran béng téi
va bién doi tam tri chdng ta

Han tir gia hinh nghia 1a dién vién - nguoi gia bo
la gi d6 ma minh khong phai la. Nhung ai la
nguoi that sy tot lanh, ngoai trir mot minh Thién
Chia? Su gia hinh I6n manh qua viéc lam ra bo
mat bén ngoai tét lanh, va che dau nhiing gi ho
khong mudn nguoi khéc nhin thay. Tin mung la
anh sang cua Chua phoi bay bong t6i sy dit va toi
13i trong tm hon ching ta, tham chi nhiing toi
ma chiing ta khong biét. Anh sang cua Chua bién
d6i tdm tri chdng ta, va giGp chang ta ché ngu
tht han véi yéu thuong, kiéu ngao véi khiém tén,
gia hinh véi thanh that. Thién Chaa ban on sung
cho nhing ké c6 tim hon nho bé va thdng héi, dé
gilp ching ta ché ngu dwoc men gia dbi va gia
hinh trong doi minh.

Kinh s¢' Chita kéo chiing ta dén gan tinh
yéu va s thdt ciia Thién Chaa

So hai c6 lién quan gi voi vuong qudc cua Chia?
So hai 6 mot sic manh ghé gém. N6 ¢6 thé dan
chung ta téi hoang mang va tron tranh, hay né cé
thé nang d& chlng ta trong durc tin va hanh dong.
Sy kinh sg Chua la thudc giai cho su so hdi céi
chét. “T6i da tim kiém Chiia, va Nguoi dap lai.
Giai thoat toi khoi moi ndi kinh hoang. Kinh sg
Chua di, doan dan thanh hai, vi ai kinh s¢g Chula
chang thiéu thén diéu gi. Cac con oi, hiy t6i ma
nghe, ta s& day cho biét duong kinh sg Chua” (Tv
34,5.10.12).

Kinh so Chua l1a gi? D6 1a long ton kinh ddi
v6i Pang da tao dyung nén ta trong tinh yéu, va
Dang nang d& chung ta véi long thuong x6t va
nhan hau. Vét thwong hay ndi mat mat Ién nhat
ma ching ta ¢ thé cam nghiém duoc khéng
phai vé thé 1y, nhung vé tinh than - mat linh
hon cho quyén luc cia Hoa nguc. Su kinh so
Thién Chua dan t6i sy truong thanh tam linh,
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deceit, and cowardice - especially in the face of
evil, falsehood, and deception. Do you trust in
God's grace and mercy and do you submit to his
life-giving word of truth and righteousness
(moral goodness)?

"Lord Jesus, may the light of your word free my
heart from the deception of sin and consume me
with a burning love for your truth and
righteousness.”

khon ngoan va phan doan dang din, va no giai
thoat chung ta khoi su nd 1€ cho tinh kiéu ngao,
lra di, va hén nhét toi 13i - dac biét trong lanh
vuc lra déi xdu xa va tam linh. Ban c6 tin
tuéng vao on sung va long thuong xo6t cua
Chua, va ban c6 quy phuc loi Nguoi khong?

Lay Chua Giésu, chd gi anh sang loi Chua
giai thoat con khoi sy ddi tra cua toi 13i, va
nung nau con voéi tinh yéu nong chay cho
chén ly va su cdng chinh caa Chua.

Thir Sau, 20-10-2023. Tuin

28 Thwong Nién - Nam A

Friday, October 20-2023. Week 28" Ordinary Time. Year A

Rm 4, 1-8 ROMANS 4:1-8

Thién Chua ké 1a cong chinh ma khéng xét dén viéc lam (Rm 4,6)

What makes us righteous before God? The
Jews of Paul’s time insisted that it was
adherence to the Mosaic law, including
circumcision. But Paul was convinced that the
only way anyone could be righteous, which
means being forgiven of sin and standing
blameless before God, is through Jesus Christ.
Only Jesus and his grace—a grace we accept
through faith and that flows from his sacrifice
on the cross—can save us. This is “apart from”
any “works” that we might do (Romans 4:6).

So does that mean that in order to be saved, we
just need to believe in Jesus, apart from what
we do or don’t do? No! We don’t want to risk
presuming that no matter how we live, we just
have to believe in God’s mercy and he will
bring us to heaven. On the other hand, we
don’t want to risk a scrupulosity that
overshadows the Father’s mercy and causes us
to be anxiously preoccupied with trying to earn
our way into heaven by what we do.

Diéu gi khién ching ta tré nén céng chinh
tru6Cc mat Thién Chia? Nguoi Do Théi vao
thoi Phaold nhan manh riang d6 1a sy tuan thu
luat phap Mdisen, ké ca viéc cat bi. Nhung
Phaold tin chic rang cach duy nhat dé mot
ngudi c6 thé tré nén cong chinh, nghia 1a duoc
tha toi va trong sach trudc mat Thién Chua, la
nho Chda Giésu Kitd. Chi c6 Chua Giésu va an
sung cia Ngai - mot &n sung ma ching ta chap
nhan nho dic tin va dén tir sy hy sinh cia Ngai
trén thap tu gia - moi co thé ciu ching ta. Pay
la sy “khong xét dén” bat ky “cong viéc” nao
ma chdng ta c6 thé lam (Rm 4,6).

Vay diéu d6 c6 nghia la d&é dugc cau, ching ta
chi can tin vao Chda Giésu, ngoai nhitng gi
ching ta 1am hoic khong lam? KHONG!
Chung ta khéng muén mao hiém cho riang du
séng nhu thé nao, chling ta chi can tin vao long
thuong x6t cia Chia va Ngai sé dua ching ta
Ién Thién dang. Mat khac, chdng ta khong
mubn mao hiém véi su can trong 1am lu mo
long thwong x6t cia Chlia Cha va khién ching
ta lo ling ban tam dén viéc ¢6 gang Ién Thién
dang bang nhitng gi ching ta lam.
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It’s possible that we may struggle with both of
these temptations at times, or that our
temperaments make one or the other more of
an issue for wus. Finding a balance can
sometimes feel like we are walking a tightrope.
But regardless of which way we tend toward,
we don’t want to fall off that tightrope in either
direction!

The New Testament is clear: the way we live
matters. A life lived with nothing more than
verbal faith is not a life of faith at all. We must
let God’s word take root in our hearts and
allow it to transform the way we live.
Paradoxically, as we do, we will come to
realize just how important our faith in Christ
is: faith in Jesus’ unconditional love for us, no
matter how unworthy we might think we are.
Faith that he will always give us all the grace
we need to do what he asks of us. And faith
that he will shower us with his mercy
whenever we come to him in repentance.

As we live this life of faith day in and day out,
we can rest assured: it will be credited to us as
righteousness!

“Jesus, thank you for making me righteous
before your Father. Help me to live out my
faith in you today and every day.”

Co6 thé doi khi ching ta phai vat 16n véi ca hai
cam dd nay, hoic tinh khi caa ching ta khién
ching ta gap phai cam do nay hay cam do
khéc. Viéc tim kiém sy can bang do6i khi co thé
khién ching ta cam thdy nhu dang di trén day.
Nhung bat ké chung ta huéng téi con duong
nao, chung ta déu khéng muén roi khoi day
budc d6 theo bat ky huéng nao!

Tan Ué6c rat rd rang: cach ching ta song rat
quan trong. Mot cudc song chi dwa vao niém
tin bang 10i ndi khdng phai 1a mot cude song
cua niém tin. Ching ta phai dé loi Chua bén ré
trong long minh va dé né bién d6i cach ching
ta song. Nghich 1y thay, khi 1am nhu vay,
ching ta sé nhan ra duc tin cua minh noi buc
Kitd quan trong nhu thé nao: duc tin noi tinh
yéu vo diéu kién cia Chla Giésu danh cho
ching ta, cho di ching ta c6 thé nghi ring
minh khong xung dang dén dau. Hay tin rang
Ngai s& ludn ban cho chiing ta moi &n sung can
thiét dé chung ta lam nhitng gi Ngai yéu cau
ching ta. Va niém tin rang Ngai s& tuén d6
long thuong x6t cho chung ta bat cir khi nao
chung ta dén véi Ngai dé sam hoi.

Khi chiing ta song doi song dic tin ngay nay
qua ngay khac, ching ta cd thé yén tam: dieu
do sé dugc ke la cong chinh cho chung tal

Lay Chua Giésu, con cam ta Chua dé khién con
nén cong chinh trudc mat Chda Cha. Xin gilp
con sdng bay to dirc tin noi Chua hém nay va
mai ngay.

Lc 12, 1-7 Luke 12:1-7

Pirng s¢. Anh em con quy hon nhirng con chim sé (Lc 12,7)

Does Jesus seem to contradict himself in
today’s Gospel? He first tells the disciples not
to fear anyone who has the power to harm
them bodily but instead to fear God, the One
who has power to cast them into Gehenna
(Luke 12:5). But then in this same passage, he

C6 vé nhu Chta Giésu dang mau thuin Véi
chinh minh trong Tin Mung hom nay khong?
Trudc tién, Ngai néi vai cac moén dé rang dung
so bat ctr ai c6 quyén 1am hai ho ma hay kinh
so Thién Chuia, Pang c6 quyén ning quing ho
thanh Hoa nguc (Lc 12,5). Nhung rdi ciing
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%& just as emphatically tells them how precious | trong phan doan nay, Ngai ciing dut khoat néi g%&‘
% they are to his heavenly Father. How do we | véi ho rang ho quy gia nhu thé nao d6i véi Cha %
(‘ make sense of this progression from a warning | trén troi cia Ngai. Lam thé nao dé ching ta %‘
% to fear God to a warm assurance of God’s | hiéu duoc sy tién ;rién nay tu 1oi Cf}nh béq kl'nh C?%K
&‘ tender love? so Thién Chtia dén sy bdo dam nong nhiét vé ﬂ‘
tinh yéu thwong diu dang cua Thién Chua? ba

yi
Re L
) RS rang, Thién Chia khong ra ngoai dé két &n %
G’

RS Cle?}ﬂy, God _iSH’t out to _Condemn_ us— chlng ta - d6 khong phai la loai Thién Chua %
5 « that’s not the kind of God he is. Jesus himself giéng nhu Ngai. Chinh Chéia Giésu da néi ring %‘
g

Fo said that _he was sent into the world not to Ngai duoc sai dén thé gian khong phai dé Ién @”R
% condemn it but to save it (John 3:17; 12:47). | 41 n6 ma 13 d& ciru nd (Ga 3,17; 12,47). Nhung %%‘
S But Jesus also wants us to know that there are | chaa Giésu ciing mudn ching ta biét rang c6 | 9
N consequences to our actions that can lead us to nhitng hau qua ddi véi hanh dong cia chiing ta %
= « lose the gift of eternal life. This is far worse, he | ¢ thé khién chiing ta danh mat mén qua 1a su g&‘

F= warns, than losing our natural life. sng doi doi. Ngai canh bao, dieu nay con toi %
%g: (‘ t& hon nhieu so voi viéc 1am mat di su song tu | 2 (‘
& nhién caa chung ta. &
& @«%
0 0
T Vay chlng ta c6 nén sg Thién Chua khong? | $

Vi

65« So should we be afraid of God? Not if we | KhOng, néu ching ta hiéu nhing gi Chia %“
understand what Jesus has done for us through | G1€sU da lam cho chung ta qua cai chét va su | g

% his death and resurrection. Because we are | Phuc sinh cia Ngai. Boi vi ching ta la nhing %
® | fen human beings, we will sin, and perhaps | €O nguoi sanga, ching ta s& pham toi, va doi %[Zi‘

@t | even act hypocritically at times as some of the khi co thé hanh dong gia hinh nhu mot so Sé%g
L ( | Pharisees did (Luke 12:1). But through Jesus, | 18U Phariséu da lam (Lc 12,1). Nhung qua & ()
7 our Father has offered us the gift of salvation. | Chda Giésu, Cha cua ching ta da ban cho | 5
® When we recognize our sin and turn to him in | hung ta mon qua la su cau roi. Khi ching ta %«
?s& repentance, he floods us with his mercy. This | 1han ra toi 1o cia minh va huéng ve Ngai dé %ng

< | is how much God loves us and longs to be | & nan, Ngai ban tran ngap long thuong xot | @
éj ® | close to us—both now and forever! ’ cho ching ta. Dy la cach Thién Chia yéu g% ()
& thuwong chung ta va khao khat dwoc ¢ gan | ~
% chdng ta - ca bay gio va mai mai! %%
50 L
@5 Chuda Giésu st dung hai hinh anh noi bat dé %{
= (0 cho chling ta thay chiing ta quy gia nhu thé ndo | (]
@z | Jesus uses two striking images to show us how d6i voi Cha Ngai. Néu Thién Chia dé ¥ dén %
(‘ precious we are to his Father. If God notices | ndam con chim sé ban vai gid chi hai dong xu Eﬁi‘
? five sparrows that sell for just two small coins, | nho, thi tat nhién Ngai s& dé y dén ching ta, ?
Zﬂg« of course he will notice us, the crown of his | dinh cao cta sy sang tao cua Ngai! Va khong %f%%
S creation! And more than just notice us, he | chi @€ y dén chdng ta, Ngai con biét ching ta | ©
K knows us so intimately that he has counted | mot cach mat thiét dén mac dém ting sei téc %
9 (‘ every hair on our heads (Luke 12:6-7). These | trén dau chdng ta (Lc 12,6-7). Pay la nhitng %&‘

are images we can keep close to our hearts | hinh anh ma ching ta c6 thé luu gitr trong long é"é%
whenever we are tempted to fear God’s | mdi khi ching ta bi cdm dé dé so hai Thién | i (‘
condemnation or doubt that he will not forgive | Chua két an hodc nghi ngo rang Ngai s& khong ?HS
=
L
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God doesn’t want to lose you—or anyone else,
for that matter. He treasures you too much.
With such a loving Father, you have nothing to

tha thir cho ching ta.

Thién Chia khdng muon mat ban - hay bat ky
ai khéc, vi van d¢ d6. Ngai rat quy trong ban.
V&1 mot nguoi Cha yéu thuong nhu vay, ban

| A Y R ~ -
o= fear! khéng co gi phai so hai!
Qﬂ‘ “Thank you, Jesus, for showing me how || qy Chia Giésu, con cam on Chiia, Chiia da
X precious I am to my Father in heaven. cho con thay con quy gid nhw thé nao doi Voi
® « Cha trén troi.
N
=
&5 ;
% Nguén: the word among us
§R Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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