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What makes the heart clean and holy?

Which is more important to God - clean hands
or a clean mind and heart? Jesus chided the
Pharisees for harboring evil thoughts that make
us unclean spiritually - such as greed, pride,
bitterness, envy, arrogance, and the like. Why
does he urge them, and us, to give alms? When
we give freely and generously to those in need
we express love, compassion, kindness, and
mercy. And if the heart is full of love and
compassion, then there is no room for envy,
greed, bitterness, and the like. Do you allow
God's love to transform your heart, mind, and
actions toward your neighbor?

"Lord Jesus, fill me with your love and increase
my thirst for holiness. Cleanse my heart of
every evil thought and desire and help me to act
kindly and justly and to speak charitably with
my neighbor."

Diéu gi lam thm hén trong sach va thanh thign?

Diéu nado quan trong hon dbi véi Chia - ria tay
hay rira tam tri? Dic Giésu khién trach nhiing
ngudi Phariséu vé su che giau nhimg tu tudng Xau
xa, lam cho chling ta ra & ué vé mat thiéng liéng -
nhy tham lam, kiéu ngao, ghen ti, gay gat, va
nhitng diéu twong tu. Tai sao D¢ Giésu thic giuc
ho va ching ta phai bd thi? Khi ching ta cho di
cach ty do va quang dai cho nhiing nguoi dang
tung thiéu, ching ta bay té tinh yéu, long trac an,
su khoan dung, va 1ong thuong x6t. Néu nhu tam
hon tran day tinh yéu va long trac an, thi 1am gi c6
chd cho ghen ti, tham lam, gay gét, va nhimg diéu
nhu thé. Ban c6 dé cho tinh yéu Thién Chua bién
d6i tam tri ban khong?

Lay Chia Giésu, xin Chua lap day long con tinh
yéu cua Chua, va gia tang khat vong thanh thién
noi con. Xin Chiia thanh tay 1ong moi nguoi khoi
tu twong va uéc mubn xdu xa va xin Chda gitp
con hanh dong mét cach cbng binh va bac ai trong
161 n6i ciing nhu viée 1am ddi vai tha nhan.

Thit Ba, 17-10-2023. Tuan 28 Thwong Nién - Nam A
Tuesday, October 17-2023. Week 28™ Ordinary Time. Year A

Lc 11, 37-41 Luke 11:37-41

T6t hon, hiy bé thi nhirng gi & bén trong, thi bay gio moi sw sé tré nén trong sach cho céc

nguoi (Lc 11,41)

Appearances can be deceiving. What looks
clean on the outside might actually be covering
up some evil within. That’s what Jesus was
warning the Pharisee about in today’s Gospel.
This man’s concern with outward piety—the
prescribed washing of hands before meals—
didn’t reflect the inward condition of his heart.
But Jesus didn’t just criticize this Pharisee who
had invited him to dinner. He offered a
remedy: “Give alms” (Luke 11:41). That is
what would cleanse the man’s heart.

What is it about giving alms that is so

Ngoai hinh c6 thé lira déi. Nhitng gi tréng c6
vé sach s& & bén ngoai thyc su co thé dang che
day mot sé diéu xau xa bén trong. Po 1a diéu
ma Chua Giésu da canh bao nguoi Biét Phéi
trong Tin Ming hdm nay. Méi quan tdm cua
ngudi nay dbi véi 1ong mo dao bé ngoai - ria
tay theo quy dinh truéc bira an - khong phan
nh tinh trang bén trong cia tdm long 6ng.
Nhung Chua Giésu khong chi chi trich nguoi
Phariséu nay, nguoi da moi Ngai ding bira toi.
Ngai dua ra mot phuong thudc: “Hay bd thi”
(Lc 11,41). b6 la nhitng gi sé lam thanh sach
tam hon cia con ngudi.

B4 thi c6 loi ich gi cho ching ta? Khi ching ta
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beneficial for us? When we give something
away, whether it’s our money, our possessions,
or our time, we have to detach from it; it’s no
longer ours to keep. This has a purifying effect
on us because it requires us to let go of things
that in the end can never satisfy our hearts. It
also requires us to think of the needs of others
above our own comfort or desires.

But “giving alms” involves not just our
material goods but also our thoughts,
intentions, and motives. When we give these to
the Lord, we are giving over to him what is
most precious to us. And in surrendering these
movements of our minds and hearts, we are
allowing him to shine a light on anything that
needs to change. It’s like taking the lid off a
cup and letting the Lord scrub it clean!

What if this Pharisee had freely offered his
thoughts to Jesus that day? He could have
opened his heart by confessing his confusion
over why Jesus was ignoring the prescribed
handwashing. That could have led to a
conversation that would have allowed this man
to let go of his judgments and pride. It could
have even helped him to recognize Jesus as
Messiah.

What can you give to Jesus today? Though you
might experience some resistance within you,
“give alms” by letting it go and letting the Lord
do his work of purification. He wants to make
you clean—inside and out!

“Lord, I surrender all to you. Cleanse me
through and through.”

cho di mot thir gi 4o, du do 1a tién bac, tai san
hay thoi gian caa minh, thi ching ta phai tach
roi khoi nd; nd khong con 1a cua chung ta dé
giit nira. Didu ndy c6 tac dung thanh loc chling
ta vi ndé doi hoi ching ta phai tir bé nhirng thir
ma cudi cung khong bao gior c6 thé thoa man
tam hon cua chung ta. N6 ciing doi hoi ching
ta phai nghi dén nhu cau cia nguoi khac hon 1a
su thoai mai hoic mong muédn cua ban than.

Nhung viéc “bd thi” khong chi lién quan dén
cua cai vat chat ma con lién quan dén suy nghi,
y dinh va dong co cua chung ta. Khi dang
nhirng thir nay cho Chua, ching ta dang cho
Ngai diéu quy gia nhat d6i véi ching ta. Va khi
suy phuc nhitng dong luc nay cua tam tri va
tam hon, chiing ta dang cho phép Ngai soi sang
bat ctr diéu gi can thay doi. Piéu d6 giéng nhu
mé nap cbc va dé Chua co ria sach sé!

Diéu gi s& xay ra néu nguoi Phariséu nay da
san sang dang Ién Chua Giésu nhimng suy nghi
cua minh vao ngay hém do6? Ong c6 thé mo
long bang cach thd nhan su béi réi ciia minh vé
ly do tai sao Chua Giésu phét 1o viéc ria tay
theo quy dinh. Piéu d6 c6 thé dan dén mot
cudc tro chuyén gitip nguoi ndy bo di nhirng
phan xét va long kiéu hanh caa minh. N6 tham
chi c6 thé gilp 6ng nhan ra Chia Giésu la
DPang Mésia.

Ban c6 thé dang gi cho Chla Giésu hém nay?
Mic du ban c6 thé gap mét sé khang cu trong
minh, nhung hay “bo thi” bang cach dé n6 qua
di va dé Chua thuc hién cong viéc thanh tay
cua Ngai. Ngai mudn lam cho ban trong sach -
tu trong ra ngoai!

Lay Chla, con xin dang tat ca cho Chla. Xin
thanh tay con hoan toan.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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