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Friday, October 13-2023. Week 27" Ordinary Time. Year A

Tac gia: Don Schwager q
Linh muc Phaold Vi buc Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngix
Dich tir nguon: https://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/

Friday (October 13): "'If it is by the finger of
God"

Scripture: Luke 11:15-26

15 But some of them said, "He casts out
S demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons";

6‘5 16 while others, to test him, sought from him a
%:(‘ sign from heaven. 17 But he, knowing their
65%? thoughts, said to them, "Every kingdom divided
Dﬂiﬂ{i‘ against itself is laid waste, and a divided
?R household falls. 18 And if Satan also is divided

« against himself, how will his kingdom stand?

For you say that | cast out demons by
Beelzebul. 19 And if | cast out demons by
Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them
out? Therefore they shall be your judges. 20
(‘ But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out
demons, then the kingdom of God has come
upon you. 21 When a strong man, fully armed,
guards his own palace, his goods are in peace;
22 but when one stronger than he assails him
(‘ and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in
which he trusted, and divides his spoil. 23 He
who is not with me is against me, and he who
does not gather with me scatters. 24 "When the
unclean spirit has gone out of a man, he passes
through waterless places seeking rest; and
finding none he says, "I will return to my house
from which I came.' 25 And when he comes he
finds it swept and put in order. 26 Then he goes
and brings seven other spirits more evil than
himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the
last state of that man becomes worse than the
first.
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Thir Sau 13-10
ngon tay caa Thién Chuaa

Néu toi dung

Lc 11,15-26

15 Nhung trong s6 dé cé m&y ngudi lai bao:
"Ong &y dua thé quy vuong Bé-en-dé-bun
ma tri quy."i1s Ké khac lai muén thua Ngudi,
nén da doi Nguoi moét dau la to troi.iz
Nhung Ngudi biét tu tudng cua ho, nén noi:
"Nudc nao tu chia ré thi sé diéu tan, nha no
dé xubéng nha kia.1s Néu Xa-tan ciing tu chia
ré chéng lai chinh minh, thi nudc né tén tai
sao dugc? ... bdi Ié cac 6ng ndi téi dua thé
Bé-en-dé-bun ma tru’ quy.is Néu téi dua thé
Bé-en-dé-bun ma trir quy, thi con cai cac
6ng dua thé ai ma tru? Bdi vay, chinh ho sé
Xét xu’ cac 6ng.20 Con néu téi dung ngon tay
Thién Chua ma trir quy, thi qua la Triéu Pai
Thién Chua da dén giita cac 6ng.2: Khi mot
ngudi manh dugc vi trang dady du canh gilr
ldu dai cua minh, thi cda cai nguoi &y dudc
an toan.zz Nhung néu cé ngudi manh thé
hon dét nhép va thdng dugc ngudi &y, thi sé
tudc 18y vii khi ma ngudi 8y vén tin tudng
va sé dem phdn phat nhing gi da Idy
duoc.23 "Ai khéng di vdi téi la chéng lai toi,
va ai khong cung téi thu gop la phén tan.z4
"Khi thdn 6 ué xudt khoi mét ngudi, thi nd
di rdo qua nhiing ndi khé chay, tim chén
nghi ngoi. Ma vi tim khéng ra, né ndi: "Ta
Sé trd vé nha ta, noi ta da bo ra di."2s Khi
dén ndi, né thdy nha duogc quét tudc, don
dep hdn hoi.zs NG lién di kéo thém bay than
khac dir hon nd, va chung vao ¢ do. Rot
cuéc tinh trang cua ngudi &y lai con té hon
trudc.”
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Meditation: When danger lurks, what kind of
protection do you seek? Jesus came to free us
from the greatest danger of all - the corrupting
force of evil which destroys us from within and
makes us slaves to sin and Satan (John 8:34).
Evil is not an impersonal force that just
happens. It has a name and a face and it seeks to
master every heart and soul on the face of the
earth (1 Peter 5:8-9). Scripture identifies the
Evil One by many names, 'Satan', 'Beelzebul -
the ‘'prince of demons', the 'Devil’, the
'‘Deceiver’, the 'Father of Lies', and 'Lucifier’,
the fallen angel who broke rank with God and
established his own army and kingdom in
opposition to God.

Jesus has power to cast out the Deceiver and
set us free

Jesus declared that he came to overthrow the
power of Satan and his kingdom (John 12:31).
Jesus' numerous exorcisms brought freedom to
many who were troubled and oppressed by the
work of evil spirits. Jesus himself encountered
personal opposition and battle with Satan when
he was put to the test in the wilderness just
before his public ministry (Matthew 4:1; Luke
4:1). He overcame the Evil One through his
obedience to the will of his Father.

Some of the Jewish leaders reacted vehemently
to Jesus' healings and exorcisms and they
opposed him with malicious slander. How
could Jesus get the power and authority to
release individuals from Satan's influence and
control? They assumed that he had to be in
league with Satan. They attributed his power to
Satan rather than to God. Jesus answers their
charge with two arguments. There were many
exorcists in Palestine in Jesus' time. So Jesus
retorted by saying that they also incriminate
their own kin who cast out demons. If they
condemn Jesus they also condemn themselves.

Whose kingdom do you follow and serve?

Suy niém: Khi nguy hiém xuat hién, ban tim
kiém loai bao vé nao? Pic Giésu dén dé giai
thoat chdng ta khoi su nguy hiém lén nhat -
sirc manh doi bai cua sy dit ma pha hay ching
ta tir bén trong, va lam cho chdng ta ra n6 1é
cho toi 156i va Satan (Ga 8,34). Su dir khong
phai la mot stc manh bang quo khong lién
quan toi ai bong dung xay ra. N6 c6 tén va
mat mii, va tim kiém dé 1am cha cac tdm hon
trén trai dat (1Pr 5,8-9). Kinh thanh nhan dang
Ac than véi nhiéu tén: Satan, Beelzebul, tuéng
quy, Ma quy, Ké lira ddi, Cha ké lia ddi,
Luxiphe, thién than sa ngd da tach lia véi
Thién Chua va thiét lap quan doi va vuong
qudc riéng caa minh dé chéng lai Thién Cha.

Diic Giésu c6 sic mgnh duéi ké lira déi va
gigi thoat chung ta

Puc Giésu tuyén bd rang Nguoi dén dé ché
ngu quyén luc cua Satan va vuong qudc cua
nd (Ga 12,31). Nhiing lan trir quy vo s cua
Puc Giésu dem lai tu do cho nhiéu nguoi, da
bi diéu khién va bi théng tri bai cong cu cua
than dir. Chinh Drc Giésu da doi mat va chién
dau vai Satan khi han thir thach Ngudi trong
hoang dia trudc st ménh cong khai cua Nguoi
(Mt 4,1; Lc 4,1). Nguoi ché ngy 4c than qua
su vang phuc thanh y Chda Cha.

Vai nguoi lanh dao Do thai phan tng kich liét
d6i véi cac viéc chira lanh va trir quy cua
Chua Giésu. Ho chéng dbi Nguoi voi sy phi
bang doc 4c. Lam thé nao Dic Giésu c6 thé co
quyén ning dé giai thoat nguoi ta khoi anh
hudng va kiém soét cua Satan? Ho ra vé nhu
Nguoi thong dong voi Satan. Ho cho rang
quyén lyc cia Satan hon quyén lyc caa Thién
Chua. Bt Giésu tra loi sy budc toi cua ho voi
hai cudc tranh luan. Vao thoi Bac Giésu c6 rat
nhiéu nguoi trir quy & Palestine. Cho nén Puc
Giésu van lai ho bang cach néi rang ho ciing
d6 t6i cho ngudi ho hang trir quy caa minh.
Néu nhu ho két toi Puc Giésu, thi ho ciing két
toi chinh ho.

Ban theo va phuc vu cho viong quoc nao?
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In his second argument Jesus asserts that no
kingdom divided against itself can survive for
long. We have witnessed enough civil wars in
our own time to prove the destructive force at
work here for the annihilation of whole peoples
and their land. If Satan lends his power against
his own forces then he is finished.

Cyril of Alexandria, a 5th century church father
explains the force of Jesus' argument:

Kingdoms are established by the fidelity of
subjects and the obedience of those under the
royal scepter. Houses are established when
those who belong to them in no way whatsoever
thwart one another but, on the contrary, agree in
will and deed. | suppose it would establish the
kingdom too of Beelzebub, had he determined
to abstain from everything contrary to himself.
How then does Satan cast out Satan? It follows
then that devils do not depart from people on
their own accord but retire unwillingly. "Satan,"
he says, "does not fight with himself." He does
not rebuke his own servants. He does not permit
himself to injure his own armor bearers. On the
contrary, he helps his kingdom. "It remains for
you to understand that | crush Satan by divine
power." [Commentary on Luke, Homily 80]

How can a strong person be defeated except
by someone who is stronger? Jesus asserted
his power and authority to cast out demons
as a clear demonstration of the reign of God.
Jesus' reference to the'finger of God' points
back to Moses' confrontation with Pharoah
and his magicians who represented Satan
and the kingdom of darkness (see Exodus
8:19). Jesus claims to be carrying on the
tradition of Moses whose miracles freed the
Israelites from bondage by the finger of
God. God's power is clearly at work in the
exorcisms which Jesus performed and they
give evidence that God's kingdom has
come.

Trong cudc tranh céi thir hai, Bic Giésu qua quyét
rang khong c6 vuong qudc nao chia ré lai co thé
ton tai lau dai duoc. Chiing ta da ching kién rat rd
vé nhirng cudc ndi chién trong thoi ky ciia minh dé
ching minh siic manh hay hoai vé con nguoi va
dat dai. Néu Satan dé cho ngudi khac muon quyén
lyc ctia minh dé chéng lai nhitng luc lugng cua
chinh minh thi d&i han da tan.

Cyril thanh Alexandria, mot giao phu ¢ thé ky thir
5 giai thich vé sicc manh cua cudc tranh luan caa
Puc Giésu nhu sau:

Céac vuong quéc duoc thiét lap bai long trung
thanh cua than dan, va sy vang phuc caa cac
ngudi can than. Nha cira dugc xay dung khi
moi nguoi trong nha khéng ai can tro, tréi lai
tat ca déu ddng y trong tu tudng cling nhu
viéc lam. Cing vay, gia sa¢ mudn thiét lap
vuong qudc cua Beelzebub, han phai tranh bat
ctr diéu gi chong lai chinh minh. Thé thi lam
sao Satan danh dudi Satan dugc? Do d6, ma
quy khong bao gio tu Y roi khoi nguoi ta, néu
khong bi cudng bach. Han noéi: “Satan, dung
ty d4nh minh.” Han khéng qué trach toi té caa
hin. Hin khdng cho phép minh gay hai céc
chién binh caa minh. Tréi lai, han trg gidp
vuong qudc ciia minh. “Dé cho cac nguoi hiéu
biét rang Ta dung sc manh caa Thién Cha
dé tiéu diét Satan.” (Giai thich Tin mung
thanh Luca, bai giang 80).

Lam thé nao mot nguoi khoe manh bi danh
bai néu nhu khong c¢6 ngudi khac manh hon
sao? Pac Giésu qua quyét quyén ning cua
Nguoi xua dudi ma quy 1a dau chi rd rang vé
tricu dai cua Thién Chua. Loi chiing nhan
“ngon tay Thién Chla” cua Puc Giésu nhic
lai su dwong dau cua Mdisen véi vua Pharoah
va cac nha phu thuy, dai dién cho Satan va
vuong qudc tdi taim (Xh 8,19). Puc Giésu
tuyén bd Nguoi di theo truyén thdng cua
Maoisen, nguoi ¢ nhitng phép la da giai thoat
dan Israel khoi canh nd 1€, nho ngén tay cua
Thién Chla. Uy quyén cia Thién Chula rd
rang bay to trong nhiing lan trir quy, ma Buc
Giésu thuc hién va ching dwa ra bang ching
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God and his Word is the source of our
protection and security

What is the point of Jesus' grim story about a
vacant house being occupied by an evil force? It
is not enough to banish evil thoughts and habits
from our lives. We must also fill the void with
God who is the source of all that is good,
wholesome, true, and life-giving for us.
Augustine of Hippo said that our lives have a
God-shaped void which only God can fill. If we
attempt to leave it vacant or to fill it with
something else which is not of God, we will end
up being in a worse state in the end.

What do you fill the void in your life with? The
Lord Jesus wants to fill our minds and hearts
with the power of his life-giving word and
healing love. Jesus makes it very clear that there
are no neutral parties in this world. We are
either for the Lord Jesus or against him, for the
kingdom of God or against it. We cannot serve
two kingdoms opposed to each another. There
are ultimately only two universal kingdoms
which stand in opposition to one another - the
kingdom of God - his kingdom of light and
truth - and the kingdom of darkness - which is
opposed to God's truth and justice and which is
dominated by Satan's lies and deception. If we
disobey God's word, we open to door to the
power of sin and the deception of Satan in our
personal lives.

Is Jesus the Lord of your mind, heart, and
home?

If we want to live in true freedom, then our
"house™ (the inner core of our true being) must
be occupied by Jesus where he is enthroned as
Lord and Savior. The Lord assures us of his
protection from spiritual harm and he gives us
the help and strength we need to resist the devil
and his lies (James 4:7). The Scriptures remind

rang vuong qudc cua Chia da dén.

Thién Chua va Léi Ngwoi la nguon bdo vé va
che ché criia chang ta

Diém then chdt cau chuyén 4n tuong cua Piac
Giésu vé can nha tréng bi ma quy chiém hitu
la gi? Su loai bd nhimng tu twdng Xau va nhing
th6i quen xau ra khoi cudc séng cua ching ta
van chuwa du. Chung ta cling phai lip day
khoang trdng bing Thién Chua, Pang la
ngudn mach cua tat ca sy tét lanh, thanh thién,
chan that, va ban su séng cho ching ta. Thanh
Augustind thanh Hippo néi rang cudc sbng
cua ching ta c6 mot khoang tréng hinh bong
cua Thién Chua, ma chi cé Thién Chia mai ¢
thé thoa man. Néu ching ta bi cdm dé dé nd
trong trai, hay lap day bang nhiing tha khéc,
ching ta s& két thGc véi mét tinh trang bi
tham.

Ban lap day khoang trong vang trong cudc doi
minh bang diéu gi? Chda Giésu mudn lap day
tam tri ching ta véi sac manh caa loi ban su
séng va tinh yéu chita lanh ciia Nguoi. Bic
Giésu tuyén bo dut khoat rang khong co phe
trung lap trong thé giéi nay. Mot la ching ta
ung hoé Chla Giésu, hai 1a chong dbi Nguai,
ung ho vuong qudc cua Thién Chia hay chdng
d6i nd. Cudi cung chi ¢ hai vuong qubc doi
lap nhau - vuong qudc cia Thién Chla va
vuong qubc cua bong téi do Satan thdng tri.
Néu ching ta khdng vang phuc loi Chda,
ching ta ma ctra cho quyén luc cua toi 16i va
su lira ddi cua Satan vao trong cudc séng cua
chinh minh.

Dirc Giésu co phdi la Chuaa caa Iy tri, tam
hon, va gia dinh ban khdng?

Néu chiing ta mudn séng trong tu do that sy, thi
“can nha” cua ching ta (noi sau thim nhat cua
tam hoén) phai dugc Bac Giésu ngu tri, noi
Nguoi dugce ton phong lam Chua va lam Dang
ctru d6. Thién Chua doan chic bao vé ching ta
khoi sy nguy hai thiéng liéng, va ban cho ching
ta sy trg gilip va sicc manh can thiét dé chéng lai
ma quy va su lra déi cia nd (Gec 4,7). Kinh
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us that God is our refuge and his angels stand
guard over us:

"Because you have made the Lord your
refuge, the Most High your habitation, no
evil shall befall you, no scourge come near
your tent. For he will give his angels charge
of you to guard you in all your ways"(Psalm
91:9-11).

Do you know the peace and security of a
life submitted to God and his word?

"Lord Jesus, be the ruler of my heart and the
master of my home. May there be nothing in
my life that is not under your lordship."

thanh nhac nho ching ta rang Thién Chua Ia noi
trd an va céc thién than cua Nguoi s€ gin gitr
ban:

“Vi ban ¢6 Chua 1am noi trG an, c6 Pang tdi
cao lam chd nwong than. Ban s& khong gap
diéu 4c hai, va tai wong khong bén mang téi
nha”, béi chung Nguoi truyén cho thién s,
gitt gin ban trén khip néo duong (Tv 91,9-11).

Ban c6 biét sy binh an va an toan cua cudc
song vang phuc Chda va loi cia Nguoi
khéng?

Lay Chta Giésu, Chua 1a Pang cai tri long
con va la Chu cua gia dinh con. Ché gi moi su
trong doi con déu ¢ dudi sy thdng tri cia
Chda.

Thir Sau, 13-10-2023. Tuan 27 Thwong Nién - Nim A
Friday, October 13-2023. Week 27" Ordinary Time. Year A

Lc 11, 15-26 Luke 11:15-26

Nhurng néu ¢6 ngwdi manh thé hon ddt nhap va thang dwoe nguoi dy (Lc 11,22)

This parable about a strong man driven out and
despoiled by an even stronger man can be
confusing. Who exactly is this strong man?
And who is the one, stronger than he, who
comes to attack him?

Jesus had just finished driving out a demon
when he told this short parable (Luke 11:14).
Given the circumstances, it stands to reason—
and many Bible scholars have agreed—that the
strong man is Satan and the stronger man is
Jesus.

Do you know what that means for us? Jesus is
victorious! Yes, the strong man is strong. Yes,
he is “fully armed” (Luke 11:21). And one of
his most powerful weapons is fear. But Jesus is
stronger. The devil, and the fear he incites, are

Cau chuyén du ngon vé mot ngudi manh mé bj
mot nguoi tham chi con manh mé hon dudi ra
ngoai va tude doat 6 thé gdy nham 1an. Chinh
xac thi nguoi manh mé nay la ai? Va ai la
ngudi manh hon anh ta, ngudi dén tin cong
anh ta?

Chua Giésu vira du6i quy xong khi ké du ngon
ngan nay (Lc 11,14). Véi hoan canh do, c6 1y
do - va nhiéu hoc gia Kinh Thanh da dong y -
rang ké manh 1a Satan va ké manh hon 1a Chta
Giésu.

Ban ¢ biét diéu d6 c6 ¥ nghia gi d6i véi ching
ta khdng? Chla Giésu chién thing! Vang, ké
manh la ké manh. Vang, Ngai “dugc trang bi
day du” (Lc 11,21). Va mot trong nhiing vil khi
manh nhét caa hin ta 1a ndi so hai. Nhung
Chua Giésu manh hon. Ma quy va su s¢ hdi ma
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no match for Jesus. It’s not even a close
contest! Jesus is the One who, at the Father’s
side and through the Holy Spirit, created the
universe. By contrast, angels, even fallen ones
like Satan, are still just created beings.

By his death and resurrection, Jesus has
triumphed over sin and death and the
“principalities and powers” that dominated us
(Colossians 2:15). He has brought us into his
kingdom through Baptism and rendered these
adversaries powerless to destroy us! We can
walk confidently in the freedom of those who
belong to the Lord of lords and King of kings.

You do not need to be afraid. Jesus, the
stronger man, has overcome the evil one. So
take courage and come to Jesus today with
your fears. Are you concerned about your
health? Are you worried about family members
falling away from God? Are you uneasy about
the state of your town or parish or country or
the Church as a whole? Put all these fears in
the hands of the stronger man, Jesus. He has
disarmed the devil, so you can trust him to take
care of everything. Then you can go forward
with the assurance that, no matter what
happens, Jesus is Lord.

“Jesus, I believe that you are stronger than all
the powers of darkness. I trust you and put my
life in your hands.”

han xui giuc khong sanh dwoc voi Chia Giésu.
NO tham chi khéng phai 1a mot cudc thi gay
go! Chtia Giésu 1a Pang, bén canh Chla Cha
va nhd Chia Thanh Than, da tao dung nén vii
tru. Nguoc lai, cac thién than, ké ca nhiing keé
sa ngd nhu Satan, van chi la nhiing thu tao
dugc dung nén.

Bang cai chét va sy phuc sinh caa minh, Chua
Giésu da chién thing toi 15i va su chét ciing
nhu “cac vuong quyén va diing quyén” dang
thdng tri chdng ta (Col 2,15). Ngai di dua
chung ta vao vuong qudc cia Ngai qua Bi tich
Rua t6i va khién nhitng ké thd nay bat luc
trong viéc tiéu diét ching ta! Chung ta c6 thé
tu tin budc di trong su tuy do cua nhitng nguoi
thuoc vé Chua cac chlia va Vua cac vua.

Ban khdng can phai so hai. Chua Giésu, Pang
manh mé& hon, di chién thang ké ac. Vi vay,
hdy can dam va dén véi Chla Giésu hom nay
véi nhitng ndi so hai cua ban. Ban ¢6 quan tam
dén suc khoe caa ban khong? Ban c6 lo ling vé
viéc cac thanh vién trong gia dinh xa roi Chla
khéng? Ban c6 lo ling vé tinh trang cua thi
tran, gido xu hoic quéc gia cua ban hoic toan
thé Gido hoi khong? Hay dit tat ca nhitng ndi
s¢ hdi nay trong tay cta nguoi manh mé hon,
Chua Giésu. Ngai da tudc vii khi cia ma quy,
vi vay ban c6 thé tin tuong Ngai s& lo liéu moi
tha. Sau do, ban c6 thé tién téi vai su chic
chan rang, bat ké diéu gi xay ra, Cha Giésu
van la Chua.

Lay Chua Giésu, con tin ring Chta manh hon
moi quyén luc cua béng toi. Con tin tudng
Chua va dat cuoc song cua con trong tay cua
Chua.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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