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expect from our neighbors.

The rule of hospitality in biblical times required
the cooperation of the entire community in
entertaining an unexpected or late-night guest.
Whether the guest was hungry or not, a meal
would be served. In a small village it would be
easy to know who had baked bread that day.
Bread was essential for a meal because it served
as a utensil for dipping and eating from the
common dishes. Asking for bread from one's
neighbor was both a common occurrence and an
expected favor. To refuse to give bread would
bring shame and dishonor because it was a sign
of in-hospitality - showing a lack of friendship
and generosity.

God awakens us from sleep that we may ask
and receive

If a neighbor can be imposed upon and coerced
into giving bread in the middle of the night,
how much more hospitable is God, who, no
matter what the circumstances, is generous and
ready to give us what we need. Augustine of
Hippo reminds us that "God, who does not
sleep and who awakens us from sleep that we
may ask, gives much more graciously."

Ask, seek, knock - and it will be given

When you are in need who do you turn to for
help? Jesus tells us that God is always ready to
answer those who seek him and call upon him
with expectant trust in his mercy and kindness.
Jesus states very clearly and simply what we
must do: Ask, seek, knock. God our heavenly
Father waits upon us. Like a table waiter or
friend who comes in the middle of the night, he
is always ready to hear our plea and to give us
what we need. Do you ask the Father with
expectant faith and confident trust in his
goodness? Do you seek his guidance and help
in your time of need? Do you knock with
persistence at his door of mercy and favor? If
we treat our heavenly Father with indifference

ma ching ta c6 thé mong doi tir tha nhan.

Luat tiép don khach trong Kinh thanh doi
budc su hop tac cua toan thé cong dong trong
viéc phuc vu mot ngudi khach dén tham bat
ngo trong dém. Cho du vi khach c6 doi hay
khoéng, ngudi ta van phai don bita ra dé moi
ho. trong mot ngdi lang nho bé, ngusi ta dé
dang biét duoc ai nuéng banh trong ngay doé.
Banh mi rat can trong bita an, boi vi n6 ding
dé cham va an véi nhimg mon an théng dung.
Viéc hoi xin nguoi hang xom banh vua la
chuyén binh thuong, vira 1d3 mot co hoi dé
gitip d&. Tur chéi cho banh 1a viéc 1am dang
xau hd, boi vi d6 1a dau hiéu caa su khdng
hiéu khach.

Thién Chiia ddnh thirc ching ta dé ching ta
6 thé cau xin va dén nhgn

Néu nhu ngudi hang x6m bi yéu cau va budc
phai cho banh vao gitta dém, hudng chi Thién
Chua con quang dai biét bao, Pang du bét cr
hoan canh nio ciing rong lwgng va san sang
ban cho ching ta nhimg diéu can thiét. Thanh
Augustind thanh Hippo nhic nhé ching ta
rang: “Thién Chua, Pang ludn thuc tinh va
thuc giuc chung ta, s€ ban cho chung ta mot
cach du dat.”

Hay cau xin, tim kiém, gd cira — thi sé duwgc
ban cho

Khi ban thiéu thén, ai 1a ngudi ma ban cau ctu?
Durc Giésu ndi véi ching ta rang Thién Chua ludn
san sang tra loi nhiing ai tim kiém Nguoi va kéu
cau Nguoi voi duc tin kién viing vao 1ong thuong
X6t va nhan hau cia Nguoi. Bac Giésu noi rét ro
rang va don gian rang ching ta phai: Cau xin, tim
kiém, gb ctra. Chda Cha trén troi cho doi ching ta.
Nhu nguoi hau ban hay nguoi ban dén lic nua
dém, Nguoi ludn san sang lang nghe 1oi cau xin va
ban cho chiing ta nhirng diéu can thiét. Ban c6 cau
xin Cha véi dac tin kién virng va long trong cay
virng vang vao long nhan hau cta Nguoi khong?
Ban c6 tim kiém su huéng din va tro gidp cua
Ngudi ldc can thiét khong? Ban c6 kién tri g cua
1ong thuong x6t va che chd caa Ngoi khdng? Néu
chdng ta tng xt vai Cha trén troi voi su tho o hay
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or neglect to ask with confident trust, we may
miss the opportunity we have been given to
receive his grace and favor and merciful help.

God gives more than we can ask or expect

In conclusion Jesus makes a startling
claim: How much more will the heavenly
Father give! The Lord is ever ready to give us
not only what we need, but more than we can
expect. He gives freely of his Holy Spirit that
we may share in his abundant life and joy. Do
you approach your heavenly Father with
confident trust in his mercy and kindness?

"Heavenly Father, you are merciful, gracious
and kind. May | never doubt your mercy and
love nor hesitate to seek you with confident
trust in order to obtain the gifts, graces, and
daily provision | need to live as your beloved
child and constant friend."

khéng cau xin voi long tréng cdy viing vang,
chling ta c6 thé danh mat co hoi duoc ban cho dé
don nhan on sing va trg giup thuong xot cua
Nguoi.

Thién Chua ban nhiéu hon chiing ta mong doi

Dé két thuc, e Giésu dua ra mot cau néi that an
tuong: “Phwong chi Cha trén troi lgi khéng ban
cho anh em sao? Thién Chda ludn sin sang ban
phét cho chiing ta, khdng chi nhiing diéu ching ta
can, ma con ban cho hon ca nhiing diéu ching ta
mong doi. Nguoi ban Thanh Than ctia Ngudi céch
tu do, dé chlng ta c6 thé chia sé trong cudc sdng
va niém vui cia Ngudi. Ban c¢6 dén gan Cha trén
troi véi long tu tin vé long thuong x6t va nhan tir
cua Nguoi khong?

Lay Cha trén troi, Cha ddy long thuong x6t, quang
dai, va bao dung. Ché gi con khdng bao gio nghi
ngo tinh yéu caa Cha, hay ngai nging tim kiém
Cha véi 1ong tin tudong dé co dugc nhing on sing,
va nhitng diéu can thiét trong can trong cudc séng
mdi ngay dé trd nén ngudi con yéu dau va ngudi
ban trung thanh cua Cha.

Thir Niim, 12-10-2023. Tuan 27 Thwong Nién - Nim A
Thursday, October 12-2023. Week 27t Ordinary Time. Year A

Tv11-4.6 Psalm 1:1-4, 6

Chua hang che ché néo dwong ngwoi cong chinh (Tv 1,6)

Today’s first reading from Malachi and the
responsorial psalm both paint a picture of the
blessings that God promises to lavish on the
just: everything they do will prosper. They will
be made as strong and stable as a majestic,
fruitful tree whose roots drink freely from fresh
running water. The Lord will listen attentively
to them, and their names will be written in his
own record book. God will even go so far as to
set up an astronomical reward for them by
appointing the sun to rise on them so that they
can enjoy its constant healing rays of light.

Bai doc thtr nhat hém nay trich sach Malakhi
va thanh vinh dap ca déu vé nén buc tranh veé
nhitng phuc lanh ma Thién Chua haa ban cho
nhirg nguoi cdng chinh: moi viéc ho lam sé
thanh cong. Chang s€ tré nén manh m¢& va
vitng chai nhu mét cdy to Ion sai trdi ma ré cua
chung khong nging udng nudc trong lanh.
Chua s& cham chu lang nghe ho, va tén caa ho
s& duoc ghi vao s ghi chép cua chinh Ngai.
Tham chi, Thién Chda con di xa dén muc thiét
lap mot phan thuong thién van cho ho bing
cach chi dinh mat troi moc trén ho dé ho c6 thé
tan huong nhitng tia sang chita bénh lién tuc
cua mat troi.
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Could anyone possibly embody these
characteristics more than Jesus, the just man?
He spent his entire life delighting in God’s
word and sharing the good news of that word
with the people around him. He resisted “the
counsel of the wicked” (Psalm 1:1), whether it
was the devil’s suggestion that he should seize
worldly power or the thief who urged him to
save himself from the cross. Jesus certainly
didn’t “walk in the way of sinners,” either
(2:1)! On the contrary, he called sinners to
follow him instead!

But that’s not fair, you might respond. Jesus is
the Son of God; of course he’s going to be
perfectly just! And you’d be right. None of us
can fulfill the standards of righteousness as
perfectly as Jesus did. But that doesn’t mean
we shouldn’t try. In today’s Gospel, Jesus
promises that God will give his Holy Spirit to
anyone who asks (Luke 11:13). And that Spirit
can empower us to live a just and holy life—
and to ease our conscience when we seek
forgiveness after having fallen into sin. He is
the Lord who “watches over” us when we try
to follow “the way of the just” (Psalm 1:6).

This means that the promises contained in
today’s readings are for you as well as for
Jesus. By learning to yield to the Spirit, you
can become more and more like the just person
described by Malachi and the psalmist. You
can reflect the perfect justice—and the love,
joy, and mercy—of Jesus to everyone around
you.

“Heavenly Father, thank you for giving me
your Holy Spirit! Thank you for helping me to
be more like Jesus!”

Co ai c6 thé thé hién nhitng dic diém nay hon
Chla Giésu, nguoi cong binh khéng? Anh
danh ca cudc doi dé vui thich trong 161 Chia va
chia sé tin mung vé 1oi d6 véi nhiing nguoi
xung quanh. Ong da chéng lai “muu ké cua ké
ac” (Tv 1,1), cho du d6 la goi y cia ma quy
rang 6ng nén nam lay quyén luc thé gian hay
ké trom xdi giuc 6ng tu cau minh khoi thap tu
gid. Chla Giésu chic chin ciing khong “di
trong duong toi nhan” (1,1)! Tréi lai, thay vao
d6, Ngai kéu goi nhitng nguoi toi 16i di theo
Ngai!

Nhung diéu d6 khéng cong bang, ban co thé
phan &ng. Chda Giésu 1a Con Thién Chua; tat
nhién anh 4y s& hoan toan cong bang! Va ban
s& dung. Khong ai trong ching ta co thé hoan
thanh céc tiéu chuan cuia sy céng chinh mot
cach hoan hao nhu Chua Giésu da lam. Nhung
diéu d6 khong c6 nghia 1a chung ta khong nén
thir. Trong Tin Mung hém nay, Chlda Giésu
hira rang Thién Chua s& ban Thanh Than cho
bat cir ai xin (Lc 11,13). Va Thanh Linh dé c6
thé trao quyén cho chlng ta dé séng mot cudc
doi cong binh va thanh khiét - va xoa diu luong
tam cuia ching ta khi chlng ta tim kiém sy tha
tha sau khi pham toi. Ngai la Chla, Péang
“cham soc¢” chung ta khi ching ta cd gang di
theo “con duong cua nguoi cong chinh” (Tv
1,6).

Piéu nay c6 nghia 1a nhitng 1oi hira trong cac
bai doc hdm nay danh cho ban cling nhu danh
cho Chlia Giésu. Bang céach hoc cach dau phuc
Thanh Linh, ban c6 thé ngay cang tré nén
giong ngudi céng chinh ma Malakhi va tac gia
thanh vinh di mé ta. Ban c6 thé phan anh su
cdng bang hoan hao - va tinh yéu, niém vui va
long thwong xo6t - cua Chua Giésu cho moi
ngudi Xxung quanh ban.

Lay Cha trén troi, cam on Cha da ban Thanh
Than cho con! Cam on Cha da giap con tro
nén giong Chua Giésu hon!
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g%%{ Lc 11, 5-13 Luke 11:5-13 o QQ%R

§$ Ai trong anh em la mgt ngwoi cha, ma khi con xin c4, thi thay vi ca lai lay ran ma cho no %‘

&t sao? (Lc 11,11) c‘E’"R
S R

§$ Anyone who is familiar with the comic | Bat c& ai‘ quen thuéc Vi bc}‘truyén tranh Z
% strip Peanuts knows that Lucy repeatedly plays | Peanuts déu bict rang Lucy nhicu lan gig tro %@‘
S

A

) a trick on Charlie Brown. She holds a football | lira Charlie Brown. Co ay cam mot qua béng >
X for him so that he can run up and kick it. And | cho anh ay dé anh ay chay 1én va da no. Va %
Qﬂ‘ Charlie Brown always falls for it—literally. | Charlie Brown ludn bi té - theo nghia den. %‘
= Just as he is about to kick the ball, Lucy pulls it | Ngay khi anh ay chuan bi da qua bong, Lucy %é%
@‘ away. Charlie Brown flies into the air and | kéo n6 di. Charlie Brown bay 1én khong trung ﬂ‘
? lands on his back. You’d think he might have | va ngd xuong dat bang lung. Ban c¢6 nghi rang $
%% developed a trust issue after all those falls! anh ay c6 thé di phat trién van dé vé 1ong tin %
) Q sau tat ca nhirng lan that bai d6 khong! g&‘
q &
%'5(‘ Ching ta biét rang cuoc séng khong phai la §0
é%? mot bo truyén tranh. N.hu’ngv rat ¢o thé ching ta 6‘1’%
! (‘ We k that life is not ic strip. But da c6 nhimg ltc “bi gi6 thoi bay” khi mot 10i 5[’1‘
T € know that fIte 1S not a comic strip. BULWe | o3, ngyyen chan thanh khong duoc dép lai |
& may very well have had times where we “got | . .0 ching ta da hy vong. Hoac nhiéu kha %0
e

u (‘ the wind knocked out of us” when a heartfelt nang hon, ching ta da bi hao mon bsi hang

& prayer was not answered in the way we had loat nhitng thit vong hing ngay trong cuéc | &
S@‘ hoped for. Or more likely, we have been worn séhg ho3ic cam giéé ¢o don, mét moi. Ching ta ?@%1‘
S ' i i e o /
& P'OVY” by a series of everyday dlsa}ppomtments doc nhirng 161 hira cua Thién Chda trong Kinh ?
%@ in life or a sense qf Iongllness or tiredness. We thanh nhung khong phai lic nio ching ta ciing %0
© read God’s promises in the Bible but don’t | 40 hiano duoc thuc hién trong cusc séng cia |
% always see them fulfilled in our lives or in the chiing ta hoc trong cudc séng cia Mot ngudi %
q& life of a loved one. God seems unresponsive | ., - yéu Thién Chua duc‘mg nhu khéng d4p %2@
?R and our prayers feel mechanical. Put all _thls {ng va nhitng 15i cAu nguyén cia chiing ta cam %
%:j (‘ together, and you can see how our trust in a thiy my moc. Dt tit ca nhimg didu nay lai | Boi (‘
7 v6i nhau, va ban c6 thé thay long tin cua ching ?
%« ta vao mot Thién Chua tot lanh va yéu thuong %«
90

c6 thé bat dau suy yéu nhu thé nao.

good and loving God might start weakening.

{0 &
%fj & Tuy nhién, hdy nhé rang khi cau nguyén, ban %%(‘
g Keep in mind, though, that when it comes to | khong phai doi pho véi Lucy. Thién Chia that %
LS ® | prayer, you are not dealing with Lucy. God is tot lanh. Ngai la mot ngudi Cha theo nghia %‘
éR good. He is a father in the most perfect, loving hOE{f} h~a0 nflat, Je thug)ng nhat'”Cua‘ tu’Z nay. ?R
(‘ sense of the word. He’s not going to “pull the ngal s& khong kep Gres bong ‘dl e d,e ban %“
9 ball away” and leave you flat. As Jesus tells us | Nam bep. Nhu Chua Giésu no6i voi chung ta | S
& in today’s Gospel, if human fathers know how | Irong b"j“ Tin Mung hom nay, neu nhﬁpg nguol %
® W o e eare o G sifeEn o give them | cha nhan loai biét cham séc con cai va cho %&‘

good things, how much more does your | ching nhimg diéu tot dep, thi Cha cuia ban trén é%@%
i troi con muon ban cho ban nhitng diéu tot nhat
heavenly Father want to give you only the : g %&‘

- ngay ca khi ban khéng thé nhin thiy ngay | 7
%“
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@ best—even if you can’t see it right away? duoc? @
G’R G’R
l%& Vi vay, bat ké nhu cau cua ban 1a gi, ding ngai ;fr%&‘
% trinh bay ching truéc mat Cha trén troi. Ngai | @

« So_ whatever your needs are, don’t be afraid to yéu thuong ban nhidu hon ban cé thé tuong %&‘
q& bring them before your heavenly Father. He twong. Va ngay ca khi ban cam thiy khong ?

Vi

loves you more than you can imagine. And | nhan dugc cau tra Ioi tir Ngai, ban co thé tin g%(‘
od
&

® even when you feel like you’re not getting_an twdng vao viéc Ngai s& cung cip cho ban

& answer from him, you can cou,nt on him 'to give nhﬁ-ng gi ‘ban cAn. ,Vi vay, ding bo cudc! Hay %%K

L you what you need. So don’t give up! Keep | iép tyc cau xin, tiép tuc tim kiém, tiép tuc g6 %‘
asking, keep seeking, keep knocking On | cira Thign dang - va dé Ngai cho ban thy ring | &

S is worthy of your trust.

QV

Lay Cha, doi khi thdt kho tin tuong. Xin gitp g%(‘

con nhin thay tinh yéu cua Cha ngay hom nay %

va dat niem tin vao su trung tin cza Cha. Qg’%g
O (‘

“Father, sometimes it’s hard to trust. Help me
see your love today and put my trust in your
faithfulness.”

L

L

%&‘ heaven’s door—and let him show you that he Ngai ximg dang voi su tin cay cia ban. %’%ﬂ‘
S
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